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INSPIRE, the Indiana virtual library, has a database just 
for testing and education. It is the TESTING & EDUCA-

TION Reference Center (TERC). Access this database by 
going to PCPLS.ORG. At the top of the page, hover over 
Research & Info. then hover over Our Databases and se-
lect INSPIRE. Once you are on the INSPIRE, scroll down 
to and click on the TERC link at the bottom of the page. 
 

Everyone has had to prepare for a test whether it is a high 
school science test, a college or grad school entry exam, or 
a test to enter a new career field such as the military or 
teaching. Indiana has changed to a new high school 
equivalency exam called TASC (Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion). TASC will be available on INSPIRE in late 
2014, according to the Indiana State Library website. In 

the interim, the high school equivalency exams available 
on TERC are still valuable preparation tools. 
 

Using the High School Tools section, you can build a 
solid foundation for your future by achieving success in 
high school. You can prepare for high school entrance and 
exit exams, search for private schools, prepare for AP tests 
or practice for the GED/TASC. 
You can also search for private schools that fit particular 
needs, such as boarding schools, junior boarding schools, 
military schools, day schools, special needs and therapeu-
tic schools. 
 

When you click the College Prep Tools section you will 
find a planning and resource center for college. Test 
preparation, college searches, financial aid, scholarships, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Public Library Seeking Input! 

 
The Porter County Public Library System is embarking on a new long-range plan and would  
like your ideas and thoughts to be part of that plan!  Which directions should the library go?   

What would you like to see in your public library if there were no obstacles?   
Would you like more books, more electronic items, more computers, more hours,  
more databases, more buildings, or all of the above in the library of the future?   

The library is certain there are many great ideas out there and we would like to hear them.   
Public meetings to receive such ideas and suggestions are planned as follows: 

 

 Monday, October 27 from 6:00 – 7:30 PM at the Portage Public Library 
 Thursday, October 30 from 6:00 – 7:30PM at the Kouts Public Library 
 Saturday, November 1 from 10:00 – 11:30AM at the Valparaiso Public Library 

 

Please come to any or all of these meetings and let the library know what you would like the  
future to look like.  If you can’t make any of the meetings, please visit the library website at  

pcpls.org and click on the “Long Range Plan Ideas” button to leave your suggestions. 
 

The public library belongs to you and the library staff and board of trustees want to hear from you!   
Please think about what the future should look like for the library and then let us know. 

INSPIRE: TESTING & EDUCATION Reference Center 
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Friends of the Library News 

Dear Friends, 
 

Many thanks to all of you who have asked about my hus-
band.  He’s doing very well and is back to work full time 
and even back to working in the yard.  While we didn’t 
get to spend the summer quite the way we had intended, 
we’re grateful that he’s healed and is able to get around 
once again.  In fact, as I write this column, he’s outside 
trimming and weeding. 
 

Did you ever stop to think about how quickly time seems 
to pass?  I mean, our summer sped by what with trips to 
the doctors and a visit from our daughter and grandson.  I 
retired from teaching eight years ago, and it’s been six 
years since we moved to Kouts.  Both events seem like 
they happened just yesterday.  Good heavens, it some-
times seems like things whiz by in the blink of an eye.  For 
example, by the time this letter is published, our Friends 
book sales will be over for another year (but we’ll already 
be thinking about the  next one at Valpo in early spring); 

we will have had our annual fall meeting, and we will 
have elected new officers whose terms will begin in Janu-
ary.  The old saying goes, “Time marches on; it doesn’t 
stop for anyone or anything.”  The busier we are, the 
more the time seems to fly, and the Friends are always 
busy. 
 

Now since I’m talking about the passage of time, I’d like 
you to think back for a moment to 1984—a mere 30 years 
ago--and try to remember (now, don’t laugh) what you 
had going on then.  Having trouble?  Well, here are a few 
things that may jog your memory: 
1. Popular songs:  “Footloose”, “Thriller”, “Dancing in 

the Dark” 
2. Popular TV shows:  Magnum, PI; The A-Team, Hill 

Street Blues, Dynasty, and The Cosby Show. 
3. Apple introduced the Mac computer, and Dell began 

its competition in the computer market. 
4. Alex Trebek became the host of Jeopardy. 

application do's and don'ts, surviv-
ing the college admission process, 
and vocational-technical school 
searches are just a portion of what 
you will find. You will also find ad-
vice on choosing your classes, extra-
curricular activities, and pursuing 
your passions. 
 

Take control of your career with Career Tools. With the 
Virtual Career Library, individual modules will help 
guide you through the career-seeking process from 
searching for jobs, to preparing resumes and cover letters, 
to negotiating job conditions. 
You will learn how to find a new career, land the job and 
grow in your new position. Some examples of lesson 
blocks are Military Transition, Career Change, Job Search, 
Resume Basics and Resume FAQs, Cover Letters, Salary 
Negotiations, and Interviewing and Networking. There 
are also many exams to help you prepare for a career. 
Some sample tests are Accountant/Auditor, Air Traffic 
Controller, Foreign Service Officer, Cosmetology (English 
and Spanish), Firefighter, Law Enforcement, Medical/
Nursing, Military (ASVAB and AFOQT), Postal, Real Es-
tate, Teaching (PRAXIS) and several more. The lesson 
blocks also come with online books, many of which are 
available in the PORTER COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM. 
 

Grad School Tools? TERC has that covered. In addition 
to a GMAT practice test, TERC offers modules covering 

grad school topics such as searching 
for grad schools, MBA programs, 
distance learning programs, and 
graduate nursing programs. There is 
also a section on searching for 
graduate scholarships. Articles on 
applying to grad school and getting 
your master's degree round out this 

area. 
 

Under International Tools you will find the TOEFL, Test 
of English as a Foreign Language. It measures your Eng-
lish skills by testing reading, writing, listening and now in 
most locations, speaking. The TOEFL test is offered in 180 
countries around the world. The test is designed to evalu-
ate your mastery of the English language and your ability 
to be successful in an English-speaking academic environ-
ment. There are practice sets, online books, articles, re-
sources and related links to help you master the TOEFL. 
Also available is the TOEIC, Test for International Com-
munication. There are two, timed, full length practice 
tests for TOEIC. The TOEIC is used more for evaluating 
English-language skills in the global business environ-
ment. Also, under International Tools, you will find U.S. 
Citizenship practice tests, an online book on how to be-
come a U.S. citizen, test info., dates and deadlines. There 
is also a link to the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services. 
 

Nancy Wellons, Head of Kouts Reference 

(Continued from page 1) 
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5. The Hunt for Red October was a best seller for Tom 
Clancy, and the comic book Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles was first introduced. 

6. Los Angeles hosted the Summer Olympics. 
 

And 30 years ago this November, the Friends of the Porter 
County Library System began its mission of helping our 
communities by strengthening our libraries.  On Novem-
ber 26, 1984, a group of friends from throughout the 
county got together at the Valpo Library to officially form 
our organization.  That night the constitution and by-laws 
were approved, and representatives were elected to the 
Board of Directors.  In addition, the membership dues 
structure was decided upon, and 26 people joined.  By the 
end of the year, there were 40 members. 
 

Did you know . . . 
 

as of today, our Friends organization has over 500 mem-
bers?  Last year our membership was over 600, and we’d 
sure like to see that number again.  You can become a 
member anytime throughout the year.  There are mem-
bership envelopes available at each of the branches. 
. . . the Friends of the Porter County Library System is a 
volunteer group that provides support to the libraries 
throughout our county?  Recently, someone asked me 
what came with a membership.  Your membership comes 
with lots of perks for our branches.  For one thing, it helps 
us fund purchases of equipment and materials that the 
branches cannot otherwise afford on their limited budget.  
For example, some of our money goes to help pay for 
multiple copies of those bestsellers you like to read.  Your 
membership also helps support the development of ser-
vices and programs for Porter County.  We give money to 
the Youth Services Department for their after school pro-
grams and to the Summer Reading Programs for children 
as well as adults.  The first night of every book sale is ex-
clusively for Friends members, so as a member, you get 
first pick of the books for sale. You also receive this news-
letter as a member. 
 

. . . our Friends group donated over $40,000 last year to 
our five county branches? 
 

. . . this money came from the book sales at each branch, 
from the book sale rooms at Valpo and Portage and the 
book carts at Kouts, Hebron, and South Haven, from your 
membership dues, from donations, and from the sale of 
book bags?  This year we are also selling The Book 
Lover’s Calendar to help raise money.  By the way, you 
can purchase these nifty calendars at each of the branches 
for $8—they are wonderful Christmas presents or stock-
ing stuffers for anyone who loves to read. 
 

. . . you can donate money to the Porter County Friends 
when you buy books from Amazon?  Log onto 
www.smile.amazon.com.  Then, when you make a purchase, 
you can designate that you want them to give 0.5% of 
your eligible purchase to Porter County Friends.  Easy-
peasy. 
 

 . . . we can’t continue to support our branches without 
your help?  I’ve heard that people don’t read much any-
more, that someday there will be no need for libraries.  
But I beg to differ with those nay sayers.  Our libraries 
promote reading for all age groups.  You can come in and 
use one of the computers or read a magazine, and all 
those wonderful, wonderful books are there just waiting 
for someone like you and me to pluck one from the shelf, 
take it home and lose ourselves in it. 
 

Please tell your friends and neighbors about our group.  
We could use their support as much as we need yours.  
And our libraries need us.  Buy your friends a calendar; 
introduce them to the Friends; give them this newsletter 
so they’ll know what we do. 
 

Happy 30th Anniversary, Porter County Friends of the Li-
brary!  Here’s to another remarkable 30 years and beyond. 
 

“A library is the only single place you can go to learn some-
thing new, be comforted, terrified, thrilled, saddened, overjoyed, 
or excited all in one day.  And for free.”  (Amy Neftzger) 
 

Jeri Fork, President, Friends of the Library 

Patrons at the Patrons at the Patrons at the KKKOUTSOUTSOUTS   PPPUBLICUBLICUBLIC   LLLIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY   are spending the month of October writing are spending the month of October writing are spending the month of October writing Seven Word Spooky Stories.Seven Word Spooky Stories.Seven Word Spooky Stories.   
All you have to do is write a boneAll you have to do is write a boneAll you have to do is write a bone---chilling story using exactly seven words. Some of the staff's favorite submissions chilling story using exactly seven words. Some of the staff's favorite submissions chilling story using exactly seven words. Some of the staff's favorite submissions 
are:are:are:   
   

   Through the phone, he heard heavy breathing. Through the phone, he heard heavy breathing. Through the phone, he heard heavy breathing.    
   

   She didn't believe in ghosts... until now.She didn't believe in ghosts... until now.She didn't believe in ghosts... until now.   
   

   He knew her screams wouldn't be heard.He knew her screams wouldn't be heard.He knew her screams wouldn't be heard.   
   

   The severed arm crept across the yard.The severed arm crept across the yard.The severed arm crept across the yard.   
   

   The tax bill came in the mail. The tax bill came in the mail. The tax bill came in the mail.    
   

Perhaps the last story doesn't fit the typical definition of spooky, but I think we've all felt a moment of terror opening Perhaps the last story doesn't fit the typical definition of spooky, but I think we've all felt a moment of terror opening Perhaps the last story doesn't fit the typical definition of spooky, but I think we've all felt a moment of terror opening 
those envelopes! those envelopes! those envelopes!    
   

Patrons may submit their own Seven Word Spooky Story through the end of October at the Kouts Public Library... if Patrons may submit their own Seven Word Spooky Story through the end of October at the Kouts Public Library... if Patrons may submit their own Seven Word Spooky Story through the end of October at the Kouts Public Library... if 
you dare.you dare.you dare.   

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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For detailed information about these programs, check our website:  www.pcpls.org   
Note:*  events require pre-registration.  Contact the library branch to sign up. 

Hebron (H) 996-3684 Kouts (K) 766-2271 Portage (P)  763-1508 South Haven (S) 759-4474 Valparaiso (V) 462-0524 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          

1 
Make and Take Craft (P) 
9:15 AM-* Basket Weaving 
(P) 
10:00 AM-Community 
Meeting - Long Range 
Library Plan (V) 
10:00 AM-*Lets get Loom-
ing! (P) 

3 
12:00 PM-Blood Pressure Screening 
(P) 
3:45 PM-K-Klub (V) 
6:00 PM- *Greeting Card Workshop 
(H) 

4 
Registration for Thanksgiv-
ing Sweatshirt Craft (V) 
9:30 AM-Preschool Story-
time (V) 
11:00 AM-Preschool Story-
time(V) 
11:00 AM- *Acrylic Painting 
Class (H) 
1:00 PM-Preschool Story-
time (V) 
6:00 PM-Houdini Magic 
Club (P) 

5 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time (V) 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Long (P) 
11:00 AM-Toddler Time (V) 
1:00 PM-Preschool Story-
time (V) 
3:30 PM-Library Lego Land 
(K) 
4:15 PM-Walk-in Wednes-
days (P) 
5:15 PM- *Soda Pop Tab 
Bracelets (P) 
6:30 PM-Family Movie 
Night (S) 

6 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time (V) 
10:00 AM-Crafting Circle (S) 
10:15 AM-Under Construction 
(K) 
11:00 AM-Toddler Time (V) 
3:30 PM-Big Bangs and Black 
Holes (K) 
4:00 PM-*Princess Party (P) 
4:00 PM-LEGO Club (H) 
6:00 PM-Movies @ the Library 
(P) 

7 
Registration for Nerf Night 
(V) 
9:30 AM-Tiny Tots (V) 
10:00 AM-Baby Time (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Toddler 
Times (H) 
10:45 AM-Tiny Tots (V) 
11:30 AM-Holiday Story 
Times (H) 
4:00 PM-Paws to Read 
(V) 

8 
9:30 AM-Thanksgiving Craft 
(P) 
10:30 PM-*Wii Tournament 
(P) 

10 
3:45 PM-K-Klub (V) 
4:00 PM-Memory Keepers Srap-
booking, Card Making, and Paper 
Crafts (S) 

11 
 

Library Closed  
Veterans' Day 

12 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Long (P) 
12:00 PM-The Valpo Brown 
Baggers Discussion Group 
(V) 
4:00 PM-Teen Advisory 
Group (H) 
4:15 PM-Walk-in Wednes-
days (P) 
6:00 PM-YAK Meeting (V) 

13 
10:00 AM-Crafting Circle (S) 
10:30 AM-Inspiring Minds Book 
Discussion Group (S) 
5:00 PM-Game Night (P) 
6:00 PM-Bargain Shopping for 
the Holidays (V) 
6:00 PM-Teen Game Night (P) 

14 
10:00 AM-Baby Time (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Toddler 
Times (H) 
11:30 AM-Holiday Story 
Times (H) 
3:45 PM-Sensory Story-
time (V) 

15 
10:00 AM-* Oil Painting (P) 
10:00 AM-*Duplo Club! (P) 
10:00 AM-International 
Games Day in Libraries (H) 
11:15 AM-*Lego Club! (P) 

17 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun Story Time 
(K) 
1:00 PM-Holiday Fun Story Time (K) 
3:45 PM-K-Klub (V) 
6:00 PM-*Wii Tournament (P) 

18 
Registration for Holiday 
Sweatshirt Craft (V) 
10:00 AM-Yoga - Bodies in 
Motion (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM- *Acrylic Painting 
Class (H) 
1:00 PM-NorthShore Infor-
mation Booth (S) 
3:45 PM-Thanksgiving 
Sweatshirt Craft (V) 
6:00 PM-Houdini Magic 
Club (P) 

19 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Long (P) 
11:00 AM-* Healthy Holi-
days (H) 
4:00 PM-Library Board of 
Trustees Meeting (V) 
4:15 PM-Walk-in Wednes-
days (P) 

20 
10:00 AM-Yoga - Bodies in 
Motion (P) 
10:00 AM-Crafting Circle (S) 
2:00 PM-Rag Wreath Craft (S) 
3:30 PM-CYA (Connected 
Young Adults) (K) 
4:00 PM-K-5th Fall Book Bingo 
& Craft (H) 
5:00 PM-Game Night (P) 
6:00 PM-The Alzheimer's Asso-
ciation (V) 
6:00 PM-Teen Game Night (P) 
6:15 PM-Beginners' Genealogy 
Workshop (P) 
7:00 PM-Kouts Pageturners (K) 
7:00 PM-Throwback Thursday 
Movie (K) 

21 
10:00 AM-Baby Time (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Toddler 
Times (H) 
11:30 AM-Holiday Story 
Times (H) 
5:30 PM-Nerf Night (V) 

22 
10:00 AM-Rubber Stamping 
Class (P) 
10:00 AM-*Chess Club (P) 

24 
Registration for Ornament Craft (V) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun Storytimes 
(P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun Story Time 
(K) 
1:00 PM-Movie Monday (P) 
1:00 PM-Blood Pressure Screening 
(P) 
1:00 PM-Holiday Fun Story Time (K) 
3:45 PM-K-Klub (V) 
6:00 PM-Movies @ the Library (P) 
7:00 PM-South Haven Bookends (S) 

25 
10:00 AM-*Pre-K Activity 
Time (P) 
10:00 AM-Yoga - Bodies in 
Motion (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Toddler Time (K) 
12:00 PM-Movie Discussion 
Group (V) 
3:30 PM-SIGN 2 SIGN (K) 
6:00 PM-Houdini Magic 
Club (P) 

26 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Long (P) 
1:00 PM-Classic Movie 
Wednesdays! (P) 
4:15 PM-Walk-in Wednes-
days (P) 
 
All Branches Close @ 6pm 

27 
 

Library Closed  
Thanksgiving Day 

28 
11:00 AM-"Winter Break" 
Movie Matinee (V) 

29 
 
 

NNOVEMBEROVEMBER  20142014  
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Storytimes (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Story Time (K) 
12:00 PM-Blood Pres-
sure Screening (P) 
1:00 PM-Holiday Fun 
Story Time (K) 
3:30 PM-Emerging 
Readers (K) 
6:00 PM-Painting With 
Shirley (S) 

2 
10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday 
Fun Toddler Time 
(K) 
11:00 AM- *Acrylic 
Painting Class (H) 
3:45 PM-Holiday 
Sweatshirt Craft (V) 

3 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-
Long (P) 
3:30 PM-Library 
Lego Land (K) 
4:00 PM-Teen 
Advisory Group (H) 
6:30 PM-Family 
Movie Night (S) 
 

4 
Registration for Lego 
Club (V) 
10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
10:15 AM-Under Con-
struction (K) 
3:30 PM-Big Bangs 
and Black Holes (K) 
3:30 PM-Read to 
Teddy (H) 
4:00 PM-LEGO Club 
(H) 
6:00 PM-Movies @ the 
Library (P) 

5 
10:15 AM-Holiday 
Toddler Times (H) 
11:30 AM-Holiday 
Story Times (H) 
3:00 PM-Kouts 
Holiday Open 
House (K) 
4:00 PM-Paws to 
Read (V) 

6 
9:15 AM-* Bas-
ket Weaving (P) 

8 

Registration for Movie 
& Craft: Frosty the 
Snowman (V) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Storytimes (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Story Time (K) 
1:00 PM-Holiday Fun 
Story Time (K) 
4:00 PM-Ornament 
Craft (V) 
4:00 PM-Memory 
Keepers Srapbooking, 
Card Making, and 
Paper Crafts (S) 

9 

10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday 
Fun Toddler Time 
(K) 
12:00 PM-The 
Valpo Brown Bag-
gers Discussion 
Group (V) 
3:30 PM-Sign 2 
Sign (K) 

10 

10:00 AM-Knit-a-
Long (P) 
6:00 PM-* Holiday 
Fun: DIY Hot Cocoa 
Mix (P) 
 

11 

10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
10:30 AM-Inspiring 
Minds Book Discus-
sion Group (S) 
2:00 PM-*Pre-K Book 
Bingo (P) 
5:00 PM-*Book Bingo 
(P) 
6:00 PM-*Teen Book 
Bingo (P) 

12 

10:15 AM-Holiday 
Toddler Times (H) 
11:30 AM-Holiday 
Story Times (H) 

13 

9:30 AM-
Genealogy 
Beginners Work-
shop (V) 

15 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Storytimes (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday Fun 
Story Time (K) 
1:00 PM-Holiday Fun 
Story Time (K) 

16 
10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
10:15 AM-Holiday 
Fun Toddler Time 
(K) 
11:00 AM- *Acrylic 
Painting Class (H) 
1:00 PM-
NorthShore Informa-
tion Booth (S) 

17 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-
Long (P) 
1:00 PM-Classic 
Movie Wednesdays! 
(P) 
4:00 PM-Library 
Board of Trustees 
Meeting () 
6:00 PM-Teen Book 
Bingo (V) 
 

18 
10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
3:30 PM-CYA 
(Connected Young 
Adults) (K) 
4:00 PM-Lego Club 
(V) 
7:00 PM-Kouts 
Pageturners (K) 

19 
 

20 
10:00 AM-* Oil 
Painting (P) 
2:00 PM-
Saturday Mati-
nee (V) 

22 

1:00 PM-Blood Pres-
sure Screening (P) 
2:00 PM-Movie & Craft: 
Frosty the Snowman 
(V) 

23 

10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
2:00 PM-Christmas 
Craft (P) 

24 

 

Library Closed  
Christmas Eve 

25 

 

Library Closed  
Christmas Day 

26 

 
 

27 

10:00 AM-
Rubber Stamp-
ing Class (P) 

29 
 
 

30 
10:00 AM-Yoga - 
Bodies in Motion (P) 
2:00 PM-Winter 
Break Movie (V) 

31 
 

Library Closed  
New Year's 

Eve       

DDECEMBERECEMBER    

20142014  

PCPLS Book 
Discussion 

Group 
~ 

BROWN BAGGERS 
Valparaiso 12:00 pm 
(Bring a sack lunch.) 

 

November 12*  
(held on a Wednesday) –  
Rise to Greatness:  

Abraham Lincoln and 
America’s most  

perilous year 
By David Von Drehle 

December 9 – Bring your  
favorite book to share! 

~ 

NOVEL IDEAS 
Hebron 1:30 pm 

 

No discussions for  
November and December. 

~ 

PAGETURNERS 
Kouts 7:00 pm 

 

November 20*  
(held on the 3rd Thursday) –  

The Art of Fielding 
By Chad Harbach 

No discussion  
for December. 

~ 

BOOKENDS 
South Haven 7:00 pm 

 

November 24 – Mr.  
Penumbra’s  

24 hour bookstore 
By Robin Sloan 
No discussion  
for December. 

~ 
Call your local branch  

to reserve a book. 
Titles are subject to  

change due to availability. 
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Relatively Speaking: Notes from the Genealogy Department 

Several new items in the collection include books on early 
Canadian immigration, newspaper abstracts from the 
1800's covering several Missouri counties, Civil War sol-
dier directories from most of the midwestern states and 
vital and military records from several Texas counties. 
 

Several years ago, the Northwest Indiana Genealogical So-
ciety photocopied the original naturalization record books 
for Lake and Porter Counties and donated copies of them 
to the Lake County Public Library and to our Genealogy 
Department. 
 

The records cover the years from 1854-1933. Most people 
applying for citizenship filed for the necessary paperwork 
usually within a year of arrival and then had to wait for as 
long as five years to receive their final approval. 
 

It was discovered that many of the men who applied in the 
1870's and 1880's waited to file their final papers until the 
time period between 1914 and 1918. Most of them had 
blended into society but weren't actually citizens. They 
didn't think it was important to become U.S. citizens until 
World War I broke out. Then they realized they could be 
sent back to their native countries to serve in the war. This 
was a big incentive to become naturalized Americans. 

 

Many people think that genealogy is just a listing of dates 
when people were born and when they died and maybe 
where they lived. But many people want to know more 
about what their ancestors did and what kind of lives they 
led. 
 

The department has several county record books of Inven-
tories of Decendents Estates. When a person passed away 
without a will and had some debts then a judge would or-
der an inventory of all the personal property the deceased 
owned. 
 

The judge could then set aside some of the possessions for 
the family of the deceased but order the rest of the belong-
ings to be sold to satisfy the debts that were owed. 
 

The inventories are very interesting because they could 
cover anything from land owned down to a silver spoon 
and a pillow. It helps researchers understand what life-
styles their ancestors lived. It is also useful for historians 
who have tried to restore older homes and farms by actu-
ally knowing what objects people from the past used to 
maintain their households. 
 

Larry Clark-Genealogy Department Head 

Larry Clark’s Beginner’s Genealogy Workshops 
Thursday, November 20, 2014 from 6:15-8:45PM at the Portage Public Library  

Call 763-1508 to register. 
Saturday, December 13, 2014 from 9:00AM-noon at the Valparaiso Public Library  

Call 462-0524 #5 to register. 

Magic was in the air on Saturday,  
September 20th for the Hebron  

Library's 2nd Fairy Tale Festival!   
Over one hundred patrons, small and  

large, came to celebrate stories through  
a variety of crafts, games, and other  

entertainments on both floors of the library.  
Theater students from Valparaiso University 

put on "Fairytale Theatre" performances  
and Cinderella was there to greet lords  
and ladies alike!  The library wishes to  

thank Alpha Psi Omega, FairlyFairy.com, 
the Friends of the Library, and all the  

wonderful teen and adult volunteers who 
helped make this event possible! 
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Mission Statement 
We believe that libraries can change people’s lives and are a cornerstone of our democ-
racy. The mission of the Porter County Public Library System is to provide all residents of 
the library district with a comprehensive collection of materials in a variety of media that 
records human knowledge, ideas and culture and to organize these materials for ready 
access. The library encourages the love of reading and the joy of learning, and offers the 
assistance people need to find, evaluate, and use electronic and print information  
resources that help them live successful and rewarding lives. 

 
 

Valparaiso Public Library, 462-0524 

103 Jefferson Street 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 

M-Th 9-9pm; F 9-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Portage Public Library, 763-1508 

2665 Irving Street 

Portage, IN  46368 

M-Th 9-9pm; F 9-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

South Haven Public Library, 759-4474 

403 West 700 North 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

M,W 10-9pm; T,Th,F 10-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Hebron Public Library, 996-3684 

201 W. Sigler Street 

Hebron, IN 46341 

M,W 10-9pm; T,Th,F 10-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Kouts Public Library, 766-2271 

101 E. Daumer Road 

Kouts, IN 46347 

M,W,F 10-6pm; T,Th 10-9pm; Sat 9-5pm 
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