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Summer time often means òvacationó for 
many people, but if you're too busy to 
travel or are feeling the crunch at the gas 
pump, a travel memoir is a great way to 
vicariously experience an adventure. The 
Porter County Public Library System has 
plenty of travel memoirs to take you 
places near and far, all while sitting in 
your beach chair. 
 

Andrew McCarthy may be most well -
known for his Brat Pack era films, but he 
has spent a considerable amount of time 
traveling the world and writing about his 
adventures for National Geographic Trav-
eler, where he is an editor-at-large. 
McCarthy's 2012 memoir The Longest 
Way Home chronicles his travels and 

how he learns to reconcile his need to 
roam the world with his responsibilities 
as a father and a husband. 
 

Sometimes, travel isn't so much about the 
destination, but the people you meet 
along the way. In his 2008 book The Ge-
ography of Bliss , journalist Eric Weiner 
visited ten countries populated with the 
happiest people, and attempted to tap 
into the bliss himself. Weiner's journey 
takes him from the middle eastern nation 
of Qatar to the frigid tundra of Iceland as 
he interviews locals and transplanted 
citizens, experiences unique cultural 
events and practices, and looks within 

(Continued on page 2) 

Travel Memoirs 

The Portage Book 
Sale Room has  

extended its hours 
for the summer.  
See page 10 for 
days and times  

 

¶ Enjoy the complete digital editions of your favorite magazines ðmany of which are only 
available in this format  

¶ Download full color magazines with interactive elements such as audio and video  
¶ Find the stories you want to read quickly and easily with an intuitive navigation and all -

inclusive keyword search  
¶ Gain unlimited access to our entire collection of digital magazines  
¶ Check out as many as you want ðthere are no holds or due dates  
¶ Read your magazines anytime, anywhere ðeither on your PC or Mac or on your mobile  

device. Apps are available for iPad, iPhone, Kindle Fire, Android, & Blackberry Playbook  

See our library website at www.pcpls.lib.in.us for more details.  
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Chapter Books for Middle Readers  
 

True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp by Kathi Appelt 
(coming July 2013) ð A new title from an 
award-winning author, this story would 
make a terrific read-aloud, but is also an 
excellent choice for students who are 
reading on their own. Descriptive and en-
gaging characters (animal and human), 
and a plot that is timely because of its fo-
cus on conservation. Another winner from 
a fantastic author! 

 

Bad Kitty  School Daze by Nick Bruel ð 
available now! This would be a great 
choice for Independent Summer Reading! 
Nick Bruel entertains with another hilari-
ous story, and fun illustrations.  
 

Compete Cross Sections of 
Vehicles (Star Wars) (coming July 2013) ð 
A great choice for all Star Wars fans! Full-
color detailed illustrations (from all six 
movies!) engage the imagination, and in-
teresting facts about all the different Star 
Wars vehicles inform the mind.  

 

Picture Books for Younger Readers  
 

Wheels on the Bus (Pete the Cat) by James Dean ð Pete the 
Cat gets to drive the school bus! Readers 
will enjoy singing along to the classic 
song with the newest picture book 
about the grooviest cat. Great illustra-
tions, and fun song! 
 

Splat the Cat and the Cool School Trip  
by Rob Scotton ð Bestselling author/illustrator brings us 

another fun picture book about a 
school trip to the zoo. Will Splat the 
Cat go home disappointed, or will his 
favorite animal (penguins!) save the 
day? 
 

Gus the Dinosaur Bus by Julia Lin 
(coming July 2013) ð A fun dinosaur -

themed book about a huge and helpful dinosaur who gets 
a job as the city school bus. Will he get to keep his job after 
all his super-sized misadventures? Cartoon-like water-

color illustrations accompany this heart -warming read. 
Great read-aloud. 
 

Baby Talk Books for our  
Very Youngest Readers 

 

Get ready for our Baby Signs program series this fall at the 
Valparaiso Public Library by getting 
familiar with these titles from Linda 
P. Acredolo's Baby Signs series: 

Baby Signs for Mealtimes  , Baby 
Signs for Animals & Baby Signs for 
Bedtime  
 

These titles are all available in board 
book format, which holds up better to 
the rough and tumble handling meted 
out by our youngest readers! Another feature that makes 
this series stand out are the illustration and phrase 
choices. Photos of babies are used throughout, which 
catches the eyes and attention of babies more reliably than 
drawings. And the phrases and signs Acredolo includes 
are all ones that babies can truly relate to. Which means 
they will want you to read these books over and over 
again, and practice the signs! 
 

FAQ: 
When is my baby ready to start signing? As soon as they 
begin waving òbye-bye.ó 
If I teach my baby to use signs, will she/he take longer to 
start speaking? No. In fact, they often become more en-
gaged in communication, including speaking vocally. 
Signing is just another way to communicate, and it can 
often be mastered well before your baby is able to speak 
vocally.  
 

Find out more about baby signs this fall at our Baby Signs 
program series at the Valparaiso Public Library!  
 

Willow Cataldo - Head of Youth Servicesð Valparaiso Branch 

Youth Services: Book Reviews  
Hot Summer Reads Fun new titles to read this summer (and some to  
prepare you for exciting new library programs and back -to -school reads).  

himself to understand what really 
makes people happy. 
 

The ògap yearó abroad is a Euro-
pean practice amongst college age adults. Before 
entering post-secondary educational institutions, 
students take a year off and travel the world, sight 
seeing and living it up to their heart's content (or 
their wallet's limit). In The Good Girl's Guide to 
Getting Lost , American Rachel Friedman takes a 
summer break abroad in Ireland and develops a 
travel itch she scratches after dropping out of her 
major and needing to re-assess her path. Her trav-
els take her down under to Australia, and eventu-
ally to the jungles of South America. 
 

Bill Bryson's In a Sunburned Country may be 13 
years old, but it is still a compelling and entertain-
ing account of Australia's history and people. Bry-
son examines how the continent-country's unique 
identity and culture was borne of its equally un-
paralleled landscape, biology and ancient history. 
Bryson also takes many opportunities to describe 
the ògreatest social failingó of Australia ð its treat-
ment of the Aboriginal population. Readers will 
be rewarded with stories of Bryson's adventures 
and interesting tidbits of Australian lore, as well 
as poignant reflections on Australia's culture and 
future.  
 

And, of course, one cannot mention travel mem-
oirs without mentioning Eat, Pray, Love by Eliza-
beth Gilbert. Her book -club phenomenon memoir 
of her travels to Italy, India and Indonesia de-
scribes the soul searching she did after a bitter di-
vorce. Her intention to examine her nature by vis-

iting places in the world which would facilitate 
her introspection (Italy, pleasure; India, devotion; 
and Indonesia, balance) led to a book that earned 
both commercial and critical acclaim. 
 

If you need even more of an armchair travel fix 
this summer, visit your local branch of the Porter 
County Public Library System. From additional 
memoirs to travel guides and DVDs, or even lan-
guage instruction, we have just what you need to 
wander the world while staying in your living 
room. 
 

Hayley Dwyer - Head of  Kouts Branch 

The Valparaiso Youth Services Dept. has some  

local historical artifacts on loan for the summer.  

Donõt forget to check out our summer displays! 

Travel Memoirs  
 

¶ The Longest Way Home 
- Andrew McCarthy (everywhere)  
¶ Lost on Planet China  
- J. Maarten Troost (China) 
¶ In a Sunburned Country 
- Bill Bryson (Australia)  
¶ The Geography of Bliss 
- Eric Weiner (everywhere)  
¶ Eat Pray Love  
- Elizabeth Gilbert  
(Italy, India, Indonesia)  
¶ The Good Girl's Guide to Getting 
Lost  
ð Rachel Friedman 
(Ireland, Australia, South America)  

The Kouts Youth Service Dept.  

was transformed into a cave for  

one of their recent programs.  



It's hard to believe that summer is 
here, and that we're in the mid -point 
of 2013!  And, while checking the cal-
endar, please note summer events for 
the Friends of the Porter County Li-
brary System. 
 

As for the mid -point statistics, our 
county wide membership total is 546.  
Our income is over $23,900.,  
and we have disbursed over $15,370 
to fund the Summer Programs and 
òWish List Items/Materialsó re-
quested by the branches. Included in 
this amount is $7000 that the Friends 
paid for an annual subscription to 
Zinio, an online òe-magazineó source.  
This subscription includes 50 maga-
zines which patrons can access.  The 
cost of a new fax machine and sup-
plies was $715.  Also, we have paid 
$360. for staff scholarships, and over 
$848. for IN sales tax on book sales. 
 

There has been a concern on the 
Board that book donations are gener-

ally down from previous years .  We 
feel one reason is that many library 
patrons are donating books to the 
òblue donation dumpstersó in our lo-
cales.  Please be aware that these book 
donations do not  come to the public 
library.  If you have books or maga-
zines to donate, please take time to 
bring them your library branch so we 
can use them in our book room and/
or book sales.  These donations are 
the core of our income, so we need 
and heartily appreciate your support 
and generosity!  
 

The newest member of the Friends 
Executive Board is Lanette Carey, 
representing Center Township 
(Valpo).  She was born in California, 
but grew up in Merrillville, and has 
lived in Valpo 10 years.  Her college 
focus was  Fine Arts, at IUN.  You 
may see her at the Valpo Library cir-
culation desk because she works part-
time there, as well as fulfilling her 

volunteer work on the 
Board.  Previously, she 
worked at Barnes & 
Noble, and at the Valpo 
Montessori School.  She 
also was a local PTA 
president and vice-president.  She 
says she loves books, and working 
with people!  And, she encourages 
library patrons to participate in spe-
cial opportunities such as the Summer 
Reading Program.  She quickly adds, 
òDon't forget to visit the Friends Book 
Sale Room, too!ó  A favorite quotation 
is:  òHappiness is not something 
ready made, It comes from your own 
actions.ó ð Dalai Lama XIV. 
 

Have a great summer, look forward 
to the opportunities in the second half 
of 2013, and thank you for being an 
important part of our FRIENDS.  
 

Lois Thurner, President, FPCPLS 

Friends of the Library News  
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Portage Book Room  
has an additional summer sale day: 
Wednesday hours:  10 am ð 4 pm 

(Yes, the room is open on the usual 
Monday and Saturday hours, too.)  

 
Valpo Book Room : 

Regular Wed. and Sat. times 

 
Hebron Book Sale : 

Aug. 21 Friends Preview Night  
Aug. 22-24 Book Sale  

 
Valparaiso Book Sale : 

Sept. 25 Friends Preview Night 
Sept. 26-28 Book Sale 

 

Kouts Book Sale : 
Oct. 3 Friends Preview Night  

Oct. 4-5 Book Sale 

 
Annual Fall Meeting and Program : 

Oct. 7 Special guest:   
local author, Kate Collins  

 
Portage Book Sale: 

Oct. 16 Friends Preview Night  
Oct. 17-19 Book Sale 

 
You can check times for each event on 

the PCPLS web site:  
 http://www.pcpls.lib.in.us 

See our library website at www.pcpls.lib.in.us for more details.  


