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The Porter County Public Library  
System has a solid history of offering a 
wonderful array of programs for a 
wide range of ages; from babies to 
teens. But why do libraries offer     
programs for kids? 
 

The short answer: it makes life-long 
learners. There's lots of research to 
back that up. The more often kids visit 
their library, the more likely they are 

to develop a love of reading and 
learning. And the more they enjoy 
reading and learning, the better they 
do in school and in life.  
 

But what about answers to the more 
detailed questions regarding library 
programs? 
Such as: 
 

¶How do library programs benefit 
families? 

 

¶Why do libraries invest so much staff 
energy and time in programs? 
 

The longer answers: 
 

1. PROGRAMS ARE FUN ð Which is 
beneficial in and of itself. Fun is good. 
Fun makes you smile and laugh, both 
of which are good for your overall 
health. Library programs offer good 
clean fun that the whole family can 

Library Programs Benefit Families!  

The Portage 

Branchõs June  

Booksale has been 

canceled.  

Online Summer Reading Program!  

Register at www.pcpls.lib.in.us from your  

home computer or use one of ours!  
 

kĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ Ƞɔƌƌ±ȉ Ȉ±"|ĜƖô 
June 1st - July 13 th   

(Registration ends June 30
th  ) 

 

Adult Summer Reading  
June 1st - July 31 st 

 

¶ You can register individually or 

manage a family account.  

¶ If you want to manage other     

family members, sign yourself up 

first. This is the login you must use 

to access your family account.  

¶ After you register, you can log your 

books at any time.  

¶ The last day to log children and 

teen books  is July 13 th .  

¶ The last day to log  adult books is 

    July 31 st. 
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Relatively Speaking:  
Notes from the  

Genealogy Department 

Marlene Polster is giving a presentation on 
how to fill out genealogical forms. It will 
be held at the Valparaiso Public Library on 
May 4th from 10:00 AM to 11:30 PM. Phone 

219-462-0524 #5 to register. 
 

Larry Clark will be giving another Beginner's Work-
shop on June 6th from 6:15-8:45 PM at the Kouts 
Public Library. Phone 219-766-2271 to register. 
 

A new collection of Civil War books has arrived. 
One is a complete history of the regiments that 
fought from Pennsylvania. The other is a descriptive 
history of the entire Union army. It includes the 
military history of each northern state during the 
war, where each of the state regiments fought and 
pictures of army leaders of each of the states. 
 

Access to the various department created databases 
of Porter County genealogy is back online. It had 
been unavailable for many weeks while a new 
server was being installed. The search engine has 
been revised to offer more options to locate records. 
 

The annual conference of the National Genealogical 
Society will be held from May 7 th to May 11th in Las 
Vegas, NV. Larry Clark will attend. The theme of 
this year's meeting is: westward migration.  
 

The old Empire Hall building in downtown in Val-
paraiso burned to the ground in March. Many re-
porters used pictures and stories in the department 
about the building in their news reports.  
 

There have been other major fires in Valparaisoõs  
history. The deadliest fire was on February 19,1926 
when the Academy of Music Building on the corner 
of Washington St. and Lincolnway burned down. 
Two fireman were killed fighting it when a wall of 
the structure fell over on them.  
 

The most spectacular fire in Valparaiso was on De-
cember 27,1934 when the Porter County Courthouse 
went up in flames. A picture of the structure after 
the fire looks like it was a total loss but luckily most 
of the county records were stored in vaults and 
were saved. This was very important to the Geneal-
ogy Department because many of the documents 
and bound volumes are now housed in the library.  
 

Larry Clark - Head of Genealogy Department 

enjoy   together. 
But there is a 
method to our 
madness, because 
our secret mission 
is to make learning 
fun. (See #2) 
 

2. PROGRAMS 
E N C O U R A G E 
LEARNING ð The 
more fun you have 
learning, the more 
likely you are to 
develop a love for 
learning. This is how we encourage 
life-long learners! We strive to keep 
learning fun, fresh, exciting, and rele-
vant. All library programs contain a 
relevant educational component; 
whether it be as simple as teaching 
rhymes and songs (which help de-
velop crucial early literacy skills), or as 
complex as communicating coopera-

tive building techniques, specific art 
methods, or environmental responsi-
bility.  
 

3. PROGRAMS FOSTER CONNEC-
TIONS ð Which help us better serve 
our families, and our community. 
When our patrons feel more comfort-
able with us (because we taught their 
child the òShakey Egg Danceó in a 
Book Babies program, or brought 
American History alive at an Ameri-
can Girl Party), they are more likely to 
ask for help finding whatever it is they 
are looking for. In other words, the 
more solid connections we make 
within our community, the more re-
sources we can offer. 
 

4. PROGRAMS ARE FREE ð (Or very, 
very cheap). Library programs offer a 
great òbang for your buck!ó Many of 
our programs are free, and the rest are 
very affordable. And every family can 

benefit from 
that! 
For more   
information 
on the out-
standing pro-
gramming we 
do at the Por-
ter County 
Public Librar-
ies, visit any 
o f  o u r 
b r a n c h e s , 
give us a call, or explore the online cal-
endar of events on our website, 
www.pcpls.lib.in.us. 
 

If you have questions or ideas about 
supporting library programs, please 
contact Willow Cataldo, Head of 
Youth Services at the Valparaiso    
Public Library, valys@pcpls.lib.in.us. 
 

Willow Cataldo - Head of Youth Services, 
Valparaiso Branch 

Alldata  is the Porter County Li-

brary Systemõs car repair database. 
Instead of searching for repair proce-
dures in the older Chilton manuals, 
look for parts and repair instructions 
in this online database which is avail-
able online at library branches 
throughout the system.  
 

The link to the database is 
found from the libraryõs home 
page: www.pcpls.lib.in.us.  Go 
to the òResearchó pull down 
menu.  Alldata is located in 
the òHobby and Repairó sec-
tion. 
 

After you open the database, 
start by selecting a vehicle. 
The database has information 
for any vehicle, foreign or  
domestic, manufactured be-
tween 1982 and 2013.  Then 
select Make, Model and       

Engine Size. 
 

Alldata will give you the specifications 
you need for that particular vehicle.  
 

There are shortcuts to popular infor-
mation such as maintenance, diagnos-
tic trouble codes, and diagrams for the 
different features such as electrical 

systems, mechanical diagrams, com-
ponents, etc. 
 

The component selection shows repair 
diagrams and instructions for the dif-
ferent areas of the vehicle. 
 

A component search is available if you 
are knowledgeable about which area is 

in need of repair and wish to 
narrow your search for that 
component. The schematic 
below is the electrical dia-
gram for the cruise control 
for a 2009 Buick LaCrosse. 
 

There are also recalls and 
technical service bulletins. 
 

Any of the information on the 
database can be printed out 
for easy reference in your 
home garage or workshop. 
 

Barbara Borg-Jenkins - Head of 
Reference, South Haven Branch 

NIFTY NONFICTION  
 

Scholastic has published a series of books that fit in perfectly 
with òDig Into Readingó, our summer program. The titles 
are: Minerals, Fossils, Geology, Paleontology, Gemstones 
and Rocks. Susan H. Gray is the author of Paleontology and 
Geology. Ann O. Squires is the author of the other books. All 
of the books are packed with facts and contain many out-
standing photographs. All books have indexes, word defini-
tions, statistics and up to date resources for further research. 
This series is compact, informative and fun to read. 
 

For those who enjoyed the Magic Tree House book, Sunset of 
the Sabertooth, Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce 
have written a nonfiction companion called Sabertooths and 
the ICE AGE. In this book you can find out about what life 
was like in the Ice Age and what the Neanderthals and Cro -
Magnons did to survive. The book also talks about cave 
paintings and animals that lived during the Ice Age. Like the 
series mentioned previously, this book contains information 
about doing more research. It also has a list of museums 
around the country that have Ice Age displays.  
 

Sean Callery has written a book called Hieroglyphs  that in-
cludes a CD. This book begins in a museum. It is written so 
the reader can help solve an ancient mystery and discover a 
new mystery. Not only can you learn how to decode the hi-
eroglyphs, but you can find out about the mummification 
process, facts about Ancient Egypt and the importance of 
cats in the Egyptian culture. This is a fun subject and the 
book has some very interesting facts. It does have the codes 
and answers so you can check to see if you have the correct 
answers to the ancient mystery. 
 

FICTION  
 

Like Bug Juice on a Burger by Julie Sternberg with illustra-
tions by Matthew Cordell is a lovely way to begin your sum-
mer. Nine year old Eleanor is off to camp for the very first 
time and she is very excited. However as soon as she gets 
there, she is one unhappy camper. The food is awful, there 
are creepy bugs everywhere and swimming classes are the 
pits. Eleanor is a very likeable character and many children 
will probably be able to identify with her camping experi-
ence. This is an enjoyable read. 
 

Kathy Blackburn - Head of Youth Services, South Haven Branch 

Youth  
Services:  

Book Reviews  

Car Trouble?  

Check Out Our Online Car Repair Database!  

Trilly Cole plays the banjo  
during the Valparaiso  

Youth Services program. 
Even the littlest ones  

can benefit from  
PCPLS programs. 

http://www.plpls.lib.in.us/
http://www.plpls.lib.in.us/
http://www.plpls.lib.in.us/
mailto:valys@pcpls.lib.in.us
http://www.pcpls.lib.in.us/
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PCPLS Book 
Discussion 

Groups  
~ 

Valparaiso 12:00 pm 
(Bring a sack lunch.) 

 

May 21 ð Catch-22: a novel 
By Joseph Heller 

June 11 ð Wild: from lost to found 
on the Pacific Crest Trail  

By Cheryl Stayed 

~ 
Hebron 1:30 pm 

 

May 9 ð Swamplandia  
By Karen Russell 

June 13 ð Behind the Beautiful  
By Katherine Boo 

~ 

Kouts 7:00 pm 
May 23 ð The Interpreter of Mala-

dies: stories 
By Jhumpa Lahiri  

June 27 ð Endurance: Shackletonõs  
Incredible Voyage 
By Alfred Lansing  

~ 
South Haven 7:00 pm 

May 20 ð The Fault in Our Stars  
By John Green 

June 24 ð Canada 
By Richard Ford 

~ 
Portage 7:00 pm 

 

May 23 ð Imagine: How Creativity 
Works  

By Jonah Lehrer 
June 27 ð The Lifeboat 

By Charlotte Rogan 
~ 

Call your local branch  
to reserve a book. 

Titles are subject to  
change due to availability.  

For detailed information about these programs, check our website:  www.pcpls.lib.in.us  Note:*   events require pre -registration.  Contact the library branch to sign up.  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

          

1 
9:15 AM-* Basket Weaving (P) 
10:00 AM-Controlling What Will 
Happen to Your Genealogy Col-
lection (V) 
 

3 
Registration for United Dance Arts of Valpa-
raiso Presents... (V) 
Registration for Club Wonder Story Hour (V) 
9:30 AM-Book Babies 9:30 (V) 
10:45 AM-Book Babies 10:45 (V) 
12:00 PM-Blood Pressure Screening (P) 
12:00 PM-Free Vision Screening (S) 
1:30 PM-Inspiring Minds Book Discussion 
Group (S) 
6:00 PM-Painting Projects (S) 
6:00 PM-* Summer Card Workshop (H) 

4 
Registration for Craft: Painted T-shirt (V) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
10:15 AM-Summer Story Times (S) 
11:00 AM-Toddler Time 11:00 (V) 
 

5 
9:30 AM-Preschool Story Hour 9:30 (V) 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs (P) 
10:45 AM-Preschool Story Hour 10:45 (V) 
1:00 PM-Preschool Story Hour 1:00 (V) 
3:30 PM-Library Lego Land (K) 
6:30 PM-Family Movie Night (S) 
 

6 
Registration for Amazing Artists: 
Puppet Decorating (V) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
6:00 PM-Game Night (P) 
6:15 PM-Genealogy workshop (K) 
7:00 PM-Beginner's Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

7 
Registration for American Girl 
Camp-a-palooza! (V) 
9:30 AM-Tiny Tots 9:30 (V) 
10:45 AM-Tiny Tots 10:45 (V) 
3:00 PM-Lego Club (V) 
4:00 PM-Advanced Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

8 
10:00 AM-* Oil Painting (P) 
 

10 
Registration for Kids in the Garden! (V) 
9:30 AM-Book Babies (V) 
10:00 AM-Bone Density Screening (P) 
10:00 AM-Fur, Scales and Tails (V) 
10:15 AM-Summer Reading (K) 
10:45 AM-Book Babies 10:45 (V) 
11:15 AM-Beneath the Surface Summer Read-
ing (K) 
1:00 PM-Summer Reading (K) 
4:00 PM-Memory Keepers Scrapbooking (S) 
 

11 
8:30 AM-Gentle Yoga (S) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
10:15 AM-Summer Story Times (S) 
10:15 AM-Summer Reading Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Toddler Time 11:00 (V) 
11:15 AM-Mother Goose on the Loose (K) 
11:45 AM-Valpo Brown Baggers Discussion 
Group (V) 
1:30 PM-Kids' Gardening Program (S) 
 

12 
Family Day at Culver's: get your voucher at 
Youth Services (V) 
Registration for Geocoaching Workshop (V) 
9:30 AM-Preschool Story Hour 9:30 (V) 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs (P) 
10:15 AM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
10:45 AM-Preschool Story Hour 10:45 (V) 
11:45 AM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
1:00 PM-Preschool Story Hour 1:00 (V) 
1:15 PM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
2:00 PM-Book Bingo (S) 
2:00 PM-Adopt-a-Shelf Volunteer Training (V) 
3:30 PM-Movie (P) 
 

13 
Registration for Clever Cooks: 
Pizza! (V) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
11:00 AM-Adopt-a-Shelf Volunteer 
Training (V) 
1:30 PM-Novel Ideas Book Dis-
cussion (H) 
2:00 PM-Digging for Dinos(S) 
2:00 PM-Dangerous Dinos! (V) 
6:30 PM-Meet Neal Litherland - 
"The Long and Short of It" (V) 
7:00 PM-Beginner's Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

14 
Registration for Dig into Adven-
ture! (V) 
9:30 AM-Tiny Tots 9:30 (V) 
10:45 AM-Tiny Tots 10:45 (V) 
4:00 PM-Advanced Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

15 
Father's Day Craft (P) 
 

17 
Registration for Archaeology Rocks! (V) 
Registration for Amazing Artists: Sand Man-
dala (V) 
9:30 AM-Book Babies (V) 
10:00 AM-United Dance Arts of Valparaiso 
Presents... (V) 
10:15 AM-Summer Reading (K) 
10:45 AM-Book Babies 10:45 (V) 
11:15 AM-Beneath the Surface Summer Read-
ing (K) 
1:00 PM-Summer Reading (K) 
2:00 PM-Summer Movie (S) 
2:30 PM-Club Wonder Story Hour (V) 
 

18 
8:30 AM-Gentle Yoga (S) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
10:15 AM-Summer Story Times (S) 
10:15 AM-Summer Reading Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Toddler Time 11:00 (V) 
11:15 AM-Mother Goose on the Loose (K) 
2:00 PM-How to Eat Fried Worms (S) 
2:30 PM-Craft: Painted T-shirt (V) 
 

19 
Registration for Pre-K Bingo (V) 
Registration for Book Bingo! (V) 
Registration for Teen Bingo (V) 
9:30 AM-Preschool Story Hour 9:30 (V) 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs (P) 
10:15 AM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
10:45 AM-Preschool Story Hour 10:45 (V) 
11:45 AM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
1:00 PM-Preschool Story Hour 1:00 (V) 
1:00 PM-Make Your Own Sugar Scrub (S) 
1:15 PM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
4:00 PM-PCPLS Board of Directors Meeting 
(S) 
6:30 PM-Teen Movie Night (V) 
 

20 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
2:00 PM-Caves and Spelunking 
(S) 
2:30 PM-Amazing Artists: Puppet 
Decorating (V) 
6:30 PM-"Releasing Your Story" - 
Local Author Ann Marie Bryant (V) 
7:00 PM-Beginner's Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
7:00 PM-Groundbreaking Local 
History (K) 
 

21 
Registration for Craft: Fossil 
Fooled! (V) 
9:30 AM-Tiny Tots 9:30 (V) 
10:45 AM-Tiny Tots 10:45 (V) 
2:00 PM-American Girl Camp-a-
palooza! (V) 
2:30 PM-Splatter Art! (S) 
4:00 PM-Advanced Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

22 
 
 

24 
Registration for K-Klub (V) 
Registration for "Shipwrecked": Discover Dis-
asters of the Deep (V) 
9:30 AM-Book Babies (V) 
10:00 AM-Kids in the Garden! (V) 
10:00 AM-Free Bone Density Screening (S) 
10:15 AM-Summer Reading (K) 
10:45 AM-Book Babies 10:45 (V) 
11:15 AM-Beneath the Surface Summer Read-
ing (K) 
1:00 PM-Movie Monday (P) 
1:00 PM-Summer Reading (K) 
2:00 PM-Summer Movie: Drive-in Movie! (V) 
7:00 PM-Haven Bookends Book Discussion 
Group (S) 
 

25 
Registration for Fun with Fossils (V) 
8:30 AM-Gentle Yoga (S) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
10:00 AM-Bone Density Screenings (H) 
10:15 AM-Summer Story Times (S) 
10:15 AM-Summer Reading Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Toddler Time 11:00 (V) 
11:15 AM-Mother Goose on the Loose (K) 
12:00 PM-Movie Discussion Group (V) 
1:00 PM-Bone Density Screenings (H) 
2:00 PM-Geocaching (S) 
6:00 PM-Legal and Financial Planning for the 
Future (P) 
 

26 
Register for Clever Cooks: Fair Foods! (V) 
9:30 AM-Preschool Story Hour 9:30 (V) 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs (P) 
10:15 AM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
10:45 AM-Preschool Story Hour 10:45 (V) 
11:45 AM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
1:00 PM-Preschool Story Hour 1:00 (V) 
1:15 PM-Dig Into Reading Summer (K) 
2:00 PM-Rock On! (S) 
3:00 PM-Geocoaching Workshop (V) 
6:30 PM-Become Your Own Boss (V) 
 

27 
Registration for Dig into Girl 
Power: Self-Esteem Rocks! (V) 
9:30 AM-Toddler Time 9:30 (V) 
10:30 AM-Pet Show! (S) 
2:00 PM-Book Art (S) 
2:30 PM-Clever Cooks: Pizza! (V) 
6:30 PM-* Portage Reading Circle 
(P) 
7:00 PM-Kouts' Pageturners (K) 
7:00 PM-Beginner's Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

28 
9:30 AM-Tiny Tots 9:30 (V) 
10:45 AM-Tiny Tots 10:45 (V) 
2:00 PM-Lost Treasures of Pom-
peii (V) 
4:00 PM-Advanced Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

29 
1:00 PM-Learn to Geocache (S) 
 

June 2013June 2013   




