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The State of 
Indiana cre-
ated Porter 
County in 
early 1836. The 
first general 
elections were 
held in Febru-
ary of that 
year to choose 

who would govern the new territory. 
 

Since that date a fascinating political 
heritage has been created. Much of it can 
be researched in the local books and 
newspapers that cover the history of the 
county. 
 

Some of the interesting facts include: 
 

 In the first Presidential election in Por-
ter County in 1836 156 people turned 
out to vote. By a margin of 87-69, Wil-
liam Henry Harrison won the county 
but lost in the national vote. In 2008, 
73,916 people voted and Barack Obama 
became the first Democrat to beat a   
Republican candidate for President in 
the county. 

 Voting procedures have also changed 
over the years. During those first elec-
tions, ballots were not private. Homes 
across the county were selected as vot-
ing centers. People would go and ver-
bally say who they wanted to vote for 
and it was recorded on a sheet of paper 
that was turned into the County 
Clerk's office. 

 Later on, paper ballots were used. Vot-
ing machines were introduced in the 
early 1920's and in late 1970's punch 
cards. After the disputed 2000 Presi-
dential election, paper ballots were 
used again but instead of being 
counted by hand, a scanner could tabu-
late the votes. 

 The Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution eliminated restrictions to 
vote based on skin color but the the 
Nineteenth Amendment made the 
most impact in Porter County elec-
tions. In 1920, women were finally able 
to participate in the voting process. 

 Political passions ran deep among the 
residents of the county, especially dur-
ing the 1800's. The county history 
books are filled with the biographies of 
hundreds of residents and the majority 
include the political party of the per-
son. 

 The local newspapers were extremely 
partisan. The first paper in the county 
was the Western Ranger which gener-
ally supported Democrats. When the 
Republican Party was formed in 1854 
the paper's editor was a supporter. 
There was no rival to that paper which 
had been renamed the Valparaiso Re-
publican (and later the Vidette) until 
1871 when Englebert Zimmerman 
came to Porter County and started the 
very Pro-Democrat Porter County 
Messenger. 

 From then until the early 1900's both 
papers would promote their own can-
didates and snipe at each other 
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through front page stories. The ad-
vent of radio and news reel films cut 
into circulation. The Valparaiso Daily 
Vidette and the Valparaiso Evening 
Messenger merged in 1927 and the 
political rivalry ended. The new 
Vidette-Messenger generally sup-
ported Republican candidates in the 
editorial columns but the paper be-
came fairly neutral in general report-
ing. 

 During this time, people got most of 
their information from the papers but 
local debate clubs be-
came very popular. 
Residents could attend 
these gatherings and 
listen to visitors from 
other areas argue the 
issues to help people 
mold their opinions. 

 During general elec-
tions statewide candi-
dates would travel 
through the area and 
give speeches to as-
sembled crowds. 

 Spokesmen for Presi-
dential candidates 
would travel from 
town to town until the actual candi-
dates began the tradition of cam-
paigning themselves. Often times the 
candidates would travel in train cars 
and stop at stations along the way to 
speak to crowds who gathered to 
hear them. 

 In 1916, Charles Evans Hughes, the 
Republican candidate for President 
left his train car and took a trip to the 
Porter County Courthouse. He spoke 
from a balcony to a crowd assembled 
on the lawn. 

 Porter County has been represented 
by or has been the residence of many 
interesting political figures. 

 The county was represented in Con-
gress by Schulyer Colfax from 1855 
to 1869. He was Speaker of the House 
during the last part of the Civil War 

and the Reconstruction Period. He 
served as Vice-President of the 
United Sates from 1869-1873. 

 William Calkins represented Porter 
County in Congress in the 1870's. He 
lived in La Porte during that time but 
had practiced law in Valparaiso early 
in his career. Family members built 
the large home that later on was the 
residence of Valparaiso University 
President Henry Baker Brown and 
after that the White House Restau-
rant. 

 Mark DeMotte served one term in 
Congress in the early 1880's. He 
helped found the Valparaiso Univer-
sity Law School and DeMotte, Indi-
ana is named after him. His second 
wife Clara was on the board that 
helped create the Valparaiso Public 
Library. 

 Edgar Crumpacker served in Con-
gress from 1897 to 1913. He was one 
of several family members to serve in 
Congress. His son Maurice moved 
west to Portland, Oregon and was 
elected to Congress. Maurice had a 
mental breakdown and jumped to 
his death into San Francisco Bay in 
1927. 

 Earl Landgrebe served in Congress 
from 1969 to 1975. He received a lot 
of attention for defending President 

Richard Nixon during the Watergate 
Scandal. His famous quote was, 
“Don't confuse me with the facts.” 

 Gilbert Pierce grew up in Porter 
County and was involved in the 
newspaper field. He was appointed 
the Governor of the Dakota Territory 
in 1884 and in 1889 was elected the 
first United States Senator from 
North Dakota. He died in 1901 and is 
buried in the Adams Cemetery in 
Morgan Township of Porter County. 

 Ben Urbahns was the first Porter 
County resident to be 
elected to state office. He 
was elected Indiana 
State Treasurer in 1924 
but a couple years later 
became ill and died. His 
wife, the former Grace 
Banta, was appointed to 
replace him and in 1926 
became the first woman 
elected to office in Indi-
ana. 

 Mae London was the 
first female candidate 
elected to a county of-
fice. She won election as 
County Clerk in 1926 but 

was defeated by a small margin in 
her reelection bid in 1930. 

 

There have been some quirky laws 
concerning elections in Indiana but 
most of them have been changed over 
the years to make them all conform to 
general practices. Here are some of the 
odd facts: 
 

 Most officials elected to County wide 
office would start their terms the fol-
lowing January 1st but people elected 
to the County Clerk's or County 
Treasurer position wouldn't start un-
til a year after January 1st. 

 If someone was elected to a position 
but died before being sworn into of-
fice then the person currently hold-
ing the office could continue to serve 
until the next election. 



 The sheriff's position has been one of 
the most desired elected positions. It 
could be a financial windfall for the 
winner. Under Indiana state law the 
sheriff personally receives ten per-
cent of the proceeds of any repos-
sessed property that his office is re-
quired to put up for auction 

 Indiana has term limits on most 
county officials. The County Com-
missioners, County Council mem-
bers, the County Surveyor and the 
County Assessor can serve unlimited 

terms but all other officials can only 
serve two consecutive terms. 

 The Burns Annotated Statutes of 
Indiana Laws is in the Reference De-
partment of the Valparaiso Public 
Library for those interested in re-
searching the history of Indiana elec-
tion laws. 

 The importance of voting can be 
shown by the closeness of elections. 
There have been numerous township 
and town council elections decided 

by a few votes over the years. In 1974 
Virginia Novak thought she had 
been elected County Assessor by 
thirty two votes. An error in count-
ing was found and she lost by twelve 
votes 

 

Election day is November 6, 2012 
Make sure you vote and be a part of 
history! 
 

Larry Clark- Genealogy Department Head 
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Keeping Informed: Sources for Voters for Election 2012 Voting 

http://www.pcpls.lib.in.us/elections_voters.html 

VOTING 

Help for Indiana Voters  

 https://indianavoters.in.gov/

PublicSite/PublicMain.aspx  

 from the State of Indiana  

Help for all voters   

 http://www.vote411.org/ 

 from League of Women Voters Issues 

 

ISSUES 

Factcheck.org  

 http://www.factcheck.org/ 

 "aims to reduce the level of decep-

tion and confusion in U.S. politics." 

 from Annenberg Public Policy Center 

at the University of Pennsylvania, "a 

nonpartisan, nonprofit “consumer ad-

vocte for voters" 

Politifact.com  

 http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-

meter/ 

 "sorting out the truth in the cam-

paign ad wars" 

 from Tampa Bay Times, etc,  

Project Vote Smart  

 http://votesmart.org/ 

 "Biographies, voting records, issue 

positions, ratings, speeches, cam-

paign finance information"  

 from non-partisan, nonprofit educa-

tional organization funded exclu-

sively through individual contribu-

tions and philanthropic foundations.  

Smartvoter.org  

 http://www.smartvoter.org/ 

 "trusted source of information about 

voting and the candidates and issues 

on your ballot!" 

 from League of Women Voters 

 

MONEY 

OpenSecrets.org 

 http://www.opensecrets.org/

index.php 

 "dedicated to educating the public 

about campaign finances." 

 from the Center for Responsive Poli-

tics 

Maplight.org  

 http://maplight.org/ 

 "reveals money's influence on poli-

tics"  

 "a nonprofit, nonpartisan research 

organization" 

 

I.T. & Reference Depts 



The Youth Services Departments 
at the Hebron and Valparaiso 
libraries were able to hire two 
teens for internships this summer 
thanks to a grant awarded by the 
Young Adult Library Services 
Association (YALSA) and the 
Dollar General Literacy Founda-
tion. Many teens applied for 
these positions and Jenna Gia-
comin and Dimana Tzvetkova 
were selected as interns based on 
their outstanding applications 
and interviews. The two teens 
completed their internships dur-
ing the six busy weeks of the 
yearly Summer Reading program. They assisted pa-
trons with online registration for Summer Reading, 
checked materials in and out, and provided patron 
service. In addition the interns planned, assisted 
with, and implemented a variety of youth programs 
for children of all ages, from the youngest babies to 
teens. The interns also created a special video project 
highlighting an aspect of the library that was of par-
ticular interest to them. 

 

Dimana Tzvetkova, 
a graduating senior 
who interned at Val-
paraiso, said that she 
was surprised by the 
number of young 
people who at-
tended the summer 
programs as well as 

the variety of programs offered. She especially en-
joyed the opportunity to meet patrons while work-
ing at the circulation desk and assisting with pro-
grams. Tzvetkova noted that her internship was an 
all around great experience and one she feels will 
help her in the future, especially as she seeks em-
ployment at the campus library this fall at Indiana 
University where she will be a freshman. Her favor-

ite aspect of the internship was 
patron service. Tzvetkova loved 
being at the circulation desk and 
getting to know the patrons, es-
pecially the children. 
 

Jenna Giacomin is an incoming 
high school junior who interned 
at Hebron. She said the most sat-
isfying part of her internship was 
working with the kids at the dif-
ferent programs. She loved help-
ing them with crafts and appreci-
ated how they brought excite-
ment and life into the library. Gi-
acomin felt that the internship 
was rewarding in other ways as 

well because she gained important life skills, even 
during the application process. She also learned a lot 
about working in a professional environment. The 

video she made 
highlights various 
aspects of the Chil-
dren 's  Summer 
Reading Program, 
and she hopes it will 
inspire more chil-
dren to participate 
next year. Giacomin 
really enjoyed work-

ing at Hebron and only wishes that the internship 
could last longer. 
 

Library patrons as well as the staff greatly benefited 
from the teen interns this summer. The interns 
brought enthusiasm, creativity, and new perspec-
tives to the youth departments at Hebron and Valpa-
raiso. Both interns noted they truly enjoyed their ex-
periences at the library this summer. The youth de-
partments are grateful to YALSA and the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation for the wonderful op-
portunity to hire two interns . The internship pro-
gram was a great success for both the teen interns 
and PCPLS. 

INTERS HELP WITH SUMMER READING 
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Another school year has started and as children 
head back to the classroom some will have a 
chance to participate in selecting the next winner of 
the Young Hoosier Book Award. 
 

The Young Hoosier Book Award (YHBA) Program 
began in 1974 as a way of encouraging elementary 
and middle school children to read for recreation. 
Every year since then, Indiana school children have 
read and voted for their favorite Young Hoosier 
books. Nominated books are separated into three 
categories: Picture Books, Intermediate, and Mid-
dle Grade. Each category contains twenty nomi-
nees.  The winner of each category is announced in 
May. Even if your child isn't voting for their favorite 
Young Hoosier book in school, they are still great 
reads. Let's take a look at some of the titles. 
 

Picture book category: 
Keith Graves wrote and illustrated Chicken Big. 
Everyone knows that chickens are small. So when a 
giant yellow thing hatches from a humongous egg 
in a teeny tiny chicken coop, the other chickens 
aren't sure what it is but they know it's not a 
chicken. Children will enjoy reading this silly story 
about how the big yellow “thing” uses kindness and 
courage to prove he is a chicken after all. Graves is 
also the author and illustrator of several children's 
books such as The Unexpectedly Bad Hair of Bar-
celona Smith and The Orphan of Awkward Falls. He 
has also illustrated books by Margie Palatini and 
Sandy Asher among others. 
 

What do you do with 3,168 tons of garbage? The 
people from Islip, New York thought they could ship 
it to North Carolina but they were wrong! In Here 
Comes the Garbage Barge Jonah Winter gives a 
fictionalized account of the true story of the Mobro 
4000 garbage barge. Pulled by the Rising Dawn 
tugboat, the barge sailed for over six months and 
six thousand miles being shut out from every port 
from New York to Belize. This book acts as a great 
discussion starter for talks about recycling and 
wastefulness. Also, the fascinating art in this pic-
ture book was appropriately made with found ob-
jects and junk. The unique story and art in Here 
Comes the Garbage Barge will be fun for the whole 
family. 
Jonah Winter is also the author of several bio-

graphical picture 
books such as 
Frida, Just Be-
have, !, and Jazz 
Age Josephine. 
 

Intermediate cate-
gory: 
Mary Downing 
Hahn has written 
dozens of ghost 
stories for youth 
and young adult 
audiences. She 
delivers the scares once again with The Ghost of 
Crutchfield Hall. The story begins with twelve year 
old Florence Crutchfield leaving the London or-
phanage in which she was raised to stay with her 
long lost Uncle Crutchfield in the English country-
side. Upon learning that her cousin James and Aunt 
Eugenie also live at Crutchfield Hall, Florence 
hopes to find a loving home and playmate. Instead, 
she finds James practically an invalid and her Aunt 
Eugenie seems to hate her from the start. Soon 
Florence realizes that her recently deceased 
cousin Sophia is haunting the house and won't 
leave her alone until she gets revenge for her un-
timely death. This story is for children grades 3-6 
that enjoy a good scare. With some truly creepy 
moments, you may want to read this one during the 
daytime. 
 

Middle grade category: 
In Slob, Ellen Potter author of the Olivia Kidney se-
ries, introduces us to Owen Birnbaum. Owen is a 
twelve year old boy who is smarter than most of his 
classmates (he has a near genius level IQ) but he is 
also much bigger than his classmates too. At five 
foot two and 156 pounds Owen is getting used to 
getting picked on for his weight and lack of physical 
prowess. Slob follows Owen as he faces bullies at 
school and finds put who his true friends are all 
while coming to terms with the truth behind his par-
ents' murder. Through his experiences the reader 
sees that things, and people, are not always what 
they seem. The relatable characters and interest-
ing story make this book an ideal choice for chil-
dren in grades 5-8. 
 

Kristal Rada– Head of Portage Youth Services 

  



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          

1 
9:15 AM-* Basket Weav-
ing Class (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
2:00 PM-Star Wars 
Party (S) 
 

3 
 

LABOR DAY  
LIBRARY CLOSED 

 

4 
10:00 AM-Bone Density 
Screenings (H) 
6:00 PM-Family Story 
Time (P) 
 

5 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
10:00 AM-*Toddler Time 
(P) 
11:00 AM-*Toddler Time 
(P) 
3:30 PM-Library Lego 
Land (K) 
6:30 PM-Family Movie 
Night (S) 
 

6 
10:00 AM-*Story Time 
(P) 
11:00 AM-*Story Time 
(P) 
6:30 PM-So You Want 
To Be A Writer (P) 
 

7 
4:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

8 

POPCORN FEST 
VALPARAISO LI-
BRARY CLOSED 

 
10:00 AM-Free Vision 
Screening & Book Give-
away by the Kouts Lions 
(K) 
10:30 AM-Lego Club (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
1:00 PM-SuperNatural 
and Paranormal Investi-
gation Team Meet N' 
Greet 
1:00 PM-Grand Fun with 
Grandparents (K) 
 

10 
10:00 AM-Bone Density 
Screening (P) 
12:00 PM-Blood Pres-
sure Screening (P) 
4:00 PM-Memory Keep-
ers Scrapbooking (S) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
6:00 PM-Acrylic Painting 
on Stone/Tile (S) 
6:00 PM-Acrylic Painting 
on Stone/Tile (S) 
 

11 
 

STAFF IN-SERVICE  
LIBRARY CLOSED 

12 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
10:00 AM-*Toddler Time 
(P) 
11:00 AM-*Toddler Time 
(P) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
 

13 
10:00 AM-*Story Time 
(P) 
11:00 AM-*Story Time 
(P) 
1:30 PM-Novel Ideas 
Book Discussion (H) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
 

14 
10:00 AM-Meet Beverly 
Lewis (V) 
10:00 AM-*Baby Time 
(P) 
4:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

15 
10:00 AM-* Beginning 
Oil Painting (P) 
10:00 AM-Movies at the 
Library (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
6:30 PM-Movie Night (S) 
 

17 
10:00 AM-Free Bone 
Density Screening (S) 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
11:15 AM-Homeschool 
Hangout (K) 
1:00 PM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
3:00 PM-Special Mem-
ory Keepers Scrapbook-
ing (S) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
7:00 PM-Author Visit: 
Dennis Glenn Collins (H) 
 

18 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Toddler Time (K) 
10:30 AM-Caregiving: 
Tools of the Trade (H) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (K) 
12:00 PM-Valpo Brown 
Baggers Discussion 
Group (V) 
6:00 PM-Family Story 
Time (P) 
 

19 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
10:00 AM-*Toddler Time 
(P) 
11:00 AM-*Toddler Time 
(P) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
 

20 
10:00 AM-*Story Time 
(P) 
11:00 AM-*Story Time 
(P) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
7:00 PM-Mystery Lovers 
Book Club (K) 
 

21 
4:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

22 
10:00 AM-* Beginner's 
Oil Painting Class (H) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
1:30 PM-LEGO Club (S) 
2:00 PM-All About Bats 
(S) 
 

24 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
1:00 PM-Movie Monday 
(P) 
1:00 PM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
7:00 PM-"Bookends" 
Book Discussion (S) 
 

25 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (K) 
3:30 PM-Amber's Anime 
(K) 
3:30 PM-Amber's Anime 
(K) 
6:00 PM-Family Story 
Time (P) 
 

26 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
4:00 PM-Friends of the 
Library Book Sale (V) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
 

27 
9:30 AM-Friends of the 
Library Book Sale (V) 
6:30 PM-* Portage 
Reading Circle (P) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
7:00 PM-Kouts 
Pageturners (K) 
 

28 
9:30 AM-Friends of the 
Library Book Sale (V) 
4:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

29 
9:30 AM-Friends of the 
Library Book Sale (V) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
 

September 2012September 2012  

6 & 7 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
10:00 AM-Total Choles-
terol/HDL/Blood Sugar 
Screenings (H) 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
11:15 AM-Homeschool 
Hangout (K) 
12:00 PM-Blood Pres-
sure Screening (P) 
1:00 PM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
1:30 PM-Inspiring Minds 
Book Discussion (S) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
6:00 PM-Painting on 
Plastic (S) 
6:30 PM-Civil War 
Quilts (H) 
 

2 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (K) 
3:30 PM-Teen Read 
Week--All Month Long 
(K) 
 

3 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
3:30 PM-Library Lego 
Land (K) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
6:30 PM-Family Movie 
Night (S) 
 

4 
4:00 PM-Friends Book 
Sale - Preview night (K) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
 

5 
10:00 AM-Friends Book 
Sale (K) 
 

6 
9:00 AM-Friends Book 
Sale - Bag Day(K) 
9:15 AM-* Basket 
Weaving Class (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (S) 
 

8 
10:00 AM-Total Choles-
terol Screening (P) 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
11:15 AM-Homeschool 
Hangout (K) 
1:00 PM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
6:00 PM-Hand-Piecing 
Quilt Block Class (H) 
6:30 PM– Friends An-
nual Meeting  
 

9 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (K) 
12:00 PM-Valpo Brown 
Baggers Discussion 
Group (V) 
3:30 PM-Teen Read 
Week--All Month Long 
(K) 
6:30 PM-Preventing 
Identity Theft (P) 
 

10 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
 

11 
1:30 PM-Inspiring Minds 
Book Discussion (S) 
1:30 PM-Novel Ideas 
Book Discussion (H) 
6:30 PM-* Writing Work-
shop for Adults (P) 
6:30 PM-Meeting Room 
Reservation training (K) 
 

12 
 
 

13 
10:00 AM-* Beginning 
Oil Painting (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (S) 
2:30 PM-Meeting Room 
Reservation training (K) 
 

15 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
11:15 AM-Homeschool 
Hangout (K) 
1:00 PM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
1:30 PM-Inspiring Minds 
Book Discussion (S) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
6:30 PM-Movie Night 
(S) 
 

16 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (K) 
3:30 PM-Teen Read 
Week--All Month Long 
(K) 
6:30 PM-Meeting Room 
Reservation training (K) 
 

17 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
4:00 PM-Friends Fall 
Book Sale (P) 
 

18 
9:30 AM-Friends Fall 
Book Sale (P) 
7:00 PM-Mystery Lovers 
Book Club (K) 
 

19 
9:30 AM-Friends Fall 
Book Sale (P) 
4:00 PM-Memory Keep-
ers Scrapbooking (S) 
 

20 
9:30 AM-Friends Fall 
Book Sale (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (S) 
 

22 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
11:15 AM-Homeschool 
Hangout (K) 
1:00 PM-Movie Monday 
(P) 
1:00 PM-The Colors of 
Fall Storytime (K) 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
7:00 PM-"Bookends" 
Book Discussion (S) 
 

23 
10:15 AM-The Colors of 
Fall Toddler Time (K) 
11:00 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (K) 
3:30 PM-Amber's Anime 
(K) 
6:00 PM-Alzheimer's 
Program (K) 
 

24 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
 

25 
6:30 PM-* Portage 
Reading Circle (P) 
7:00 PM-Kouts 
Pageturners (K) 
 

26 
 
 

27 
10:30 AM-Mother 
Goose on the Loose (S) 
1:30 PM-LEGO Club (S) 
 

29 
6:00 PM-Internet & 
Catalog Training (S) 
 

30 
3:30 PM-Teen Read 
Week--All Month Long 
(K) 
 

31 
10:00 AM-Knit-a-Longs 
(P) 
 

      
October 2012October 2012  
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Relatively Speaking: Notes from the Genealogy Department 

Larry Clark has several programs coming up.  He will 
speak at the Banta Senior Center in Valparaiso on Sep-
tember 10th. 
 

He will host a meeting of the area County Historians on 
September 19th and on October 10th will give a Begin-
ner's Workshop at the Hebron Public Library from 6:15 
PM to 8:45 PM.  Those interested in attending can call 
the Hebron library at 219-996-3684 to register. 
 

Marlene Polster is going to give a presentation at a ge-
nealogical meeting in Terre Haute, Indiana on Septem-
ber 10th also. 
 

Ancestry.com has announced the entire 1940 census is 
now indexed and can be searched at the library or at 
home after registering for a free password. 
 

Larry Clark has completed an index of the Porter 
County 1940 census.  It is being processed and 
will be put on the department website.  It is an 
abridged index in which misspellings in the 
Ancestry index are corrected and some added 
details are given. 
 

The department has received many donations. The 
Rhode Island Family History donated four volumes of 
vital record indexes plus several bound volumes of their 
annual magazine. Clyde Lewis of New York donated a 
very elaborate and well done genealogical history that 
covers his family. 
 

The Lake County Public Library exchanged several 
Dyer, Lake Central and Merrillville High School year-
books and received many old copies of the Valparaiso 
High School Valenian in return. 
 

Several states have released indexes to their birth and 
death records online.  The actual images of death re-
cords for Ohio, Kentucky and Missouri are available.  
Pennsylvania and Illinois have indexes to the records 
online but they must still be obtained from state offices. 
 

Indiana has vital record indexes for some coun-
ties online up until 1920 but no statewide index 
available for births and deaths after that. It took 
public demand to get other states to release re-
cords so that course is needed for Indiana. 
 

Larry Clark—Head of Genealogy Department 

 How long have you been a library trustee? 
I am a brand new trustee - July 2012 
 What made you decide that you wanted to be a 

trustee? 
I have always been a big library user and when this oppor-
tunity came along, I thought that it would be a great way 
to help. 
 Are you married? Do you have any/children/

grandchildren? 
I have been married to my high school sweetheart Cathy 
for 31 years. We have one child, Brian, who lives in Indi-
anapolis. No grandchildren, but two granddogs. 
 Do you have any extracurricular activities that you 

are involved in? 
I am very active with our church (St. Michael Lutheran in 
Hebron) and am the church organist and also an elder. I 
enjoy music, reading, yard work (yes that’s right!) and 
traveling. 

 What is the one thing that people would be sur-
prised to know about you? 

I like to go to Bed and Breakfasts and enjoy shopping with 
my wife. 
 What is your favorite book? 
I enjoy the “Irish Country Doctor” series by Patrick Tay-
lor. 
 How were you appointed to the Board? 
I was nominated for the Board by another Board member, 
Gerrie Bowie, to replace a member who was retiring and 
was appointed by the Porter County Commissioners. 
 Anything else you would like people to know 

about you? 
I was born and raised in Hebron and my family goes back 
several generations in the area. 

 

Thank you Tom!   
Sheila Minton - Administrative Assistant 
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Meet author 

Beverly Lewis 

 at the  

Valparaiso  

Public Library  

Book Signing 

and Discussion  

Friday, Sept. 14  

from  

10am - 12pm 

Free,  

no registration! 

PCPLS  
BOOK  

DISCUSSION 
GROUPS 

 

Valparaiso 12:00 pm 
(Bring a sack lunch.) 

Sept. 11 - Fahrenheit 451 
By Ray Bradbury 

Oct. 9 - Jewel: a novel 
By Bret Lott 

~ 

Hebron 1:30 pm 

Sept. 13 - Sarah’s Key 
By Titana de Rosnay 

Oct. 11 - In the Garden of Beasts 

By Erik Larson 
~ 

Kouts 7:00 pm 
Sept. 27 - Cleopatra: a Life 

By Stacy Schiff 
Oct. 25 - In the Lake of the Woods 

By Tim O’Brien 
~ 

South Haven 7:00 pm 
Sept. 24 – Steve and Me 

By Terri Irwin 
Oct. 22 – Little Bee 

By Chris Cleave 
~ 

Portage 7:00 pm 
Sept. 27 - The Submission  

By Amy Waldman 
Oct. 25 – The Professor and the  

Madman: a tale of murder,  
insanity, and the making of the  

Oxford English dictionary 
By Simon Winchester 

~ 
Call your local branch  

to reserve a book. 
Titles are subject to change  

due to availability. 

As we do every summer, the Valparaiso Public Library Youth Ser-
vices Department hosted our always popular summer reading pro-
gram. This year the theme was “Dream Big, Read,” and over 1,600 
local children registered to read and participate in our wide variety of 
programs. Our summer reading program would not have been pos-
sible without the assistance of our very kind sponsors and donors. 
Numerous clubs, businesses, organizations, and individuals gener-
ously donated resources to help make our program such a great 
success. We offer our sincere thanks and gratitude to the following 
sponsors for their thoughtful and plentiful donations in helping to 
promote literacy among the youth of Porter County: 
Friends of the Library (Porter County Public Library), Rotary Club of 
Valparaiso, Valparaiso Lions Club, 1

st
 Source Bank, Applebee's, 

Barnes and Noble, Bob Evans, Burger King, Centier Bank, Chili's of 
Valparaiso, Culvers of Valparaiso, Dairy Queen of Valparaiso, Fam-
ily Express, Fazolis, Horizon Bank, Japan Outreach Initiative at Val-
paraiso University, McDonald's, Noodles & Co., Oberweis of Valpa-
raiso, Porter County Fair, Subway, U.S. Steel Gary Railcats Base-
ball, V.U. Athletics, Pat Bengert, Michele Corazzo (Lubeznik Center) 
Kevin Cornett (Working Bikes Cooperative), Terese Fabbri, Leo 
Frey (Leo's Mobile Bike Repair) Bill Halliar, Jennifer Levinson (rTrail 
Collective Edge), Benji Milanowski, and Susan Morris. 
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The Friends of the Porter County Public Li-
brary System will hold their Annual Meeting 
on Monday, October 8, 2012 at 6:30 in the eve-
ning.  The program will begin with a short 

business meeting and staff awards will be given out to 
staff for their years of service to the library system. Fall 
refreshments will be served and the program is free. 
 

The evenings program will be, Hi, I’m Ernie Pyle; a tribute 
to the servicemen and women who fought and died dur-
ing World War II to give us our freedom as told by Pulit-
zer Prize winning journalist Ernie Pyle. The program will 
be a one-person play presented in one or two acts recreat-
ing the dispatches of World War II winning journalist 
Ernie Pyle. The play depicts the true reality of war as told 
to American men and women on the home front in over 
350 newspapers across the United States and read by mil-
lions of fighting men and women in the Stars and Stripes. 
After the performance, audience members will be invited 
to talk about the show and if a veteran, share their memo-
ries and stories of Ernie Pyle. 

 

The show will be performed by Gary W. Morrison, a re-
tired freelance journalist and photographer from Grand 
Rapids.  Mr. Morrison was born on April 18, 1945; the day 
Ernie Pyle was killed by a sniper’s bullet on Ie Shima, a 
small island five miles off the coast of Okinawa. 
 

Mark this date on your calendar, October 8, 2012, The 
Friends Annual Meeting and Program.  The evening will 
begin at 6:30 in the Valparaiso Public Library, 130 Jefferson 
Street. 
 

Donald C. Johnson - President, FPCPLS 

Valparaiso  
Public Library 

 

Wednesday,  
Sept. 26 

4:00PM - 8:00PM 
 

Thursday,  
Sept. 27 

9:30AM - 8:00PM 
 

Friday,  
Sept. 28 

9:30AM - 5:00PM 
 

Saturday,  
Sept. 29 

9:30AM - 4:00PM 
 

Don’t forget! The 
book sale room will 
be open during the 

sale times. 
 

Kouts  
Public Library 

 

Thursday,  
Oct. 4 

4:30PM - 8:00PM 
 

Friday,  
Oct. 5 

10:00AM - 5:30PM 
Saturday,  

Oct.6 
9:00AM - 4:00PM 

Portage  
Public Library 

 

Wednesday,  
Oct. 17 

4:00PM - 8:00PM 
 

Thursday,  
Oct. 18 

9:30AM - 8:00PM 
 

Friday,  
Oct. 19 

9:30AM - 5:00PM 
 

Saturday,  
Oct. 20 

9:30AM - 4:00PM 

Upcoming Book Sales Friends of the  
Library News 

Upcoming Library Closings 

 

Monday, September 3 - Labor Day 
Saturday, September 8 - Popcorn Festival - Valparaiso Branch Only 

Tuesday, September 11 - Staff In-Service Day 



 

 
Director 
James Cline 
 
Assistant Director 
Phyllis Nelson 
 
 
PCPLS Board of Trustees 
Scott Falk (President) 
Mary Bradford (Vice-President) 
Darla Block (Secretary) 
Sheila Minton (Treasurer) 
Gerrie Bowie 
William Eckert, Jr.  
Paul Knauff 
Tom Neuffer 

Mission Statement 
We believe that libraries can change people’s lives and are a cornerstone of our democ-
racy. The mission of the Porter County Public Library System is to provide all residents of 
the library district with a comprehensive collection of materials in a variety of media that 
records human knowledge, ideas and culture and to organize these materials for ready 
access. The library encourages the love of reading and the joy of learning, and offers the 
assistance people need to find, evaluate, and use electronic and print information  
resources that help them live successful and rewarding lives. 

 
Friends of the Porter County Library  
Executive Board Members 
Don Johnson (President) 
Cheryl Oestreich  (Vice-President) 
Barb Lewis (Secretary) 
Linda Stevenson (Treasurer) 
Jeri Fork 
Marcia Dwyer 
Judy Petrou 
Lois Thurner 
Gail Tuminello 

INSPIRE 

Indiana Libraries On-Line 

http://www.inspire.net 
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Valparaiso Public Library, 462-0524 

103 Jefferson Street 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 

M-Th 9-9pm; F 9-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Portage Public Library, 763-1508 

2665 Irving Street 

Portage, IN  46368 

M-Th 9-9pm; F 9-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

South Haven Public Library, 759-4474 

403 West 700 North 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

M,W 10-9pm; T,Th,F 10-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Hebron Public Library, 996-3684 

201 W. Sigler Street 

Hebron, IN 46341 

M,W 10-9pm; T,Th,F 10-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Kouts Public Library, 766-2271 

101 E. Daumer Road 

Kouts, IN 46347 

M,W,F 10-6pm; T,Th 10-9pm; Sat 9-5pm 
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