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Could the things in science fiction novels 
really come true?  Maybe they could!  
Just think about all the inventions and 
ideas of classic sci-fi novels that actually 
have become reality: electric-powered 
submarines, videophones, robots, jet 
packs, satellites, rocket ships to the 
moon, language translation machines, 
and cloning, to name a few.  All these 
things are science fact today, but once 
upon a time they were only dreamt of in 
the pages of sci-fi.   
 

There’s something for everyone in this 
genre.  One of the most popular catego-
ries right now is based on dystopian so-
cial science fiction.  It’s what happens 
when society falls apart, or is controlled 
by a repressive government or other type 
of agency. 
 

In Scott Westerfeld’s Uglies, everyone is 
forced to have surgery to make them 
beautiful or handsome at the age of 16.  
But there’s a hidden price for that beauty.  

In 1984 by George Orwell, society is 
ruled by a dictatorship that uses propa-
ganda to brainwash the people.  And Big 
Brother is always watching, in public and 
in private.  For a more modern twist, try 
Cory Doctorow’s Little Brother.  After 
being illegally detained and tortured by 
Homeland Security in martial-law San 
Francisco, a young hacker enlists his 
friends to help him fight back against au-
thority.  In the popular Hunger Games 
series by Suzanne Collins (soon to be a 
major motion picture), future North 
American society is controlled by a cor-
rupt government that forces boys and 
girls to fight in arena games for entertain-
ment.  Those who win get fame and for-
tune—the losers, death.  
 

Alternate history is another popular cate-
gory of sci-fi.  What would the world be 
like if history hadn’t happened the way it 
did?  One of the most popular authors in 

(Continued on page 2) 

eBOOK UPDATE  
 

We are aware that many of our patrons have been  
patiently waiting for the Porter County Public Library 
System to offer eBooks, and PCPLS had hoped to be 
providing that service by the Autumn of 2011.  
Unfortunately, due to circumstances that are beyond  
our control, we will not be able to offer eBooks until 
2012. We appreciate your continued patience. 
 

In the mean time, we would like to share a few online  
resources that offer free eBooks on page 2.  
*These resources are also listed on our website.* 

OVERDUE NOTICES TO BE SENT  

VIA EMAIL OR TEXT MESSAGE 
 

Due to the tight financial times and the continuing 
effort to be good stewards for the taxpayers of Por-
ter County, the library will no longer mail overdue  
notices to patrons. Beginning Feb. 1, 2012 overdue 
notices will be sent via email or text message only. 
 

Patrons are encouraged to visit the Circulation  
Department at any branch of the library system and 
provide their email or text information. 

Learn more about 
this important docu-
mentary on page 3. 

NEW AT PCPLS 
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e-Book 
Resources 

 

• Blio 

www.blio.com/ 
Blio is a free eReading soft-
ware application which works 
on Android, iOS, or Windows 
(pc, laptop, tablet) platforms. 
Once downloaded, the soft-
ware offers a quick link to free 
Google Books in the public 
domain and to the Blio store. 
The ebooks are in the Blio 
format. 

 

• Inspire’s EBSCO eBook 
collection 

w w w . p c p l s . l i b . i n . u s /
databases.html#inspire 
Inspire, Indiana's virtual 
online library, now offers free 
eBooks provided by EBSCO. 
Any Indiana resident can read 
one of the 6,000+ eBooks 
available in this collection. To 
access these eBooks, access 
Inspire via the PCPLS web-
site, and then click “eBooks” 
in the left menu. 

 

• Google Books 

http://books.google.com/ 
Google's Books allows you 
to browse the text of thou-
sands of books online, or use 
their new eBookstore to 
download a variety of popular 
bestsellers and free eBooks in 
the public domain. 

 

• Project Gutenberg 

www.gutenberg.org/ 
Project Gutenberg offers 
36,000 free eBooks in a vari-
ety of digital file formats and 
platforms. 

 

• Tumblebooks 

www.tumblebooks.com/
l i b r a r y / a s p /
home_tumblebooks.asp 
Clicking the Tumblebook icon 
on our homepage and view 
free online ebooks and more 
for children. 

this area is Harry Turtledove.  Most of his 
books revolve around what would’ve 
happened had things gone differently in 
WWII.  Newt Gingrich has also written a 
few alternate history books, as have au-
thors  S.M. Stirling, Philip Roth, and John 
Birmingham.  
 

Time travel is another interesting cate-
gory.  Whether through scientific inven-
tion or cosmic accident, what happens 
when people find themselves in another 
place and time?  Try Timeline by Michael 
Crichton, 1632 by Eric Flint, The Time 
Machine by H.G. Wells, Doomsday Book 
by Connie Willis, or Time Traders by An-
dre Norton. 
 

We can’t forget robots!  Read Do An-
droids Dream of Electric Sheep? (the ba-
sis for the movie Blade Runner) by Philip 
K. Dick, the classic I, Robot (the book 
that helped spark the robot craze) by 
Isaac Asimov, or WWW.Wake by Robert 
J. Sawyer (the world wide web becomes 
self-aware!). 
 

Looking for 
space travel 
and alien en-
counters?  This 
is what people 
usually think of 
when they hear 

“science fiction”.  Try the books of C.J. 
Cherryh, Ben Bova, Arthur C. Clarke, 
Douglas Adams, Greg Bear, Ray 
Bradbury, Octavia E. Butler, Julie E. 
Czerneda, Philip Jose Farmer, Alan Dean 
Foster, Frank Herbert, Andre Norton, 
Carl Sagan, Jack McDevitt, and Ursula K. 
LeGuin, just to name a few. 
 

How about military sci-fi?  These stories 
usually revolve around the lives of sol-
diers in combat—only they’re fighting in 
space or on other planets!  Writers of 
military sci-fi are generally very careful 
to make battles, spaceships, and hard-
ware as realistic and believable as possi-
ble.  Try books by such authors as John 
Ringo, David Drake, Elizabeth Moon, 
Robert A. Heinlein, and David Weber. 
 

Personally, I recommend the Miles Vor-
korsigan books by Lois McMaster Bujold.  
Miles is born into privilege on the planet 

B a r r a y a r .  
On this mili-
tary-minded 
planet, it is 
the dream of 
every young 
man to join 
the service.  
But Miles was born physically impaired 
and stunted.  What place does he have on 
a world where physical ability is so 
highly valued?  A good place to start is 
with Borders of Infinity.  Acting for his 
father, the Count, Miles must use all his 
wits, determination, and forceful person-
ality as he investigates the murder of a 
baby with deformities in his family’s dis-
trict.   
 

Another great series is David Weber’s 
Honor Harrington novels.  The books 
follow Honor through her personal and 
professional life as a space officer in Her 
Majesty’s fleet.  Start with On Basilisk 
Station.  After ticking off the wrong peo-
ple, Honor is assigned to the backwater 
space station, Basilisk.  But when the en-
emy plots to take over the station, Honor 
finds herself on the brink of a major turn-
ing point in the future of her people.   
 

Another great book is The Time Trav-
eler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger.  It’s 
probably considered more romantic fic-
tion, but the main character has a medical 
condition that keeps him bouncing back 
and forth throughout his own timeline 
and that of the woman he loves.  This is 
one of the best books I’ve read in the last 
10 years (and I’ve read a lot of books)! 
 

You might even be reading a bit of sci-fi 
and not even know it!  Lots of books 
nowadays combine different genres like 
futuristic sci-fi and detective (J.D. Robb’s 
In Death books) or perhaps alternate his-
tory and murder mystery (Michael 
Chabon’s Yiddish Policemen’s Union), or 
time travel and romantic fiction 
(Niffenegger’s The Time Traveler’s Wife).  
If you haven’t already, try a heavier dose 
of science fiction with some of the au-
thors listed above.  You might just get 
hooked! 
 

Donna Smith—Head of Portage Reference  



I’m Linda Cronk, new manager at the South 
Haven branch; I’m enjoying my shift in ca-
reers.  After retiring from my position teaching 
middle school language arts in June, I was able to 
check an item off my bucket list when I took this the 
new position on November 1. 
 

I fell in love with reading, words, and libraries as a 
little girl growing up in central Indiana.  I was awed 
by the idea that there were places dedicated to 
books that everyone could use them for free and 
dreamed of working in one. 
 

When our children, Lindsay and Adam, graduated 
from Valparaiso High School and moved out of 
state, I realized that I had an opportunity to make 
the career change.  I began working on my MLS 
through IUPUI in 2009 and completed the work in 
August, 2011. 
 

My husband Stephen, a retired school administra-
tor, and I live on Valparaiso’s north side and share 
our home with a spoiled dachshund and a cat nick-
named Mr. Mayhem.  We point proudly to a sign in 
Chinese hanzi given to them by an exchange student 
who spent a semester with them; the sign translates 
literally as “house that smells of books”.  Our per-
sonal collection of reading ranges from biography 
and history to current fiction and a wide range of 
cookbooks.  While my favorite adult book is Lone-
some Dove, my years with students have made me a 
fan of well-written young adult literature, especially 
the Harry Potter series. In addition to reading, my 
hobbies include gardening, hiking, and movies. 

Hello! My name is SarahEllen Hickle and I’m 
the new Head of Youth Services at the Heb-
ron Public Library. My story of coming here is a 
bit roundabout.  I have family in Illinois, but I grew 
up in Phoenix, AZ.  I love reading, dachshunds, arts 
and crafts, and working with people.  I read mostly 
YA.  Shannon Hale, Robin McKinley, Patricia C. 
Wrede, and J.K. Rowling are among my favorite au-
thors.  Midway through my master's program in 
Children’s Literature at San Diego State University, 
I realized that librarianship was the perfect path for 
me.  After graduating with my M.A., I went on to get 
my M.S. in Library and Information Science at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign.  This is 
my first position as a librarian, and I love it.  I get to 
work with books and people, and am so excited 
about all the programs we’re planning to put on at 
Hebron.  Story Times with young children and after
-school programs for elementary students are going 
to be a lot of fun.  I’m really looking forward to do-
ing programs for teens and hope to get teen advi-
sory and volunteer groups started.  I’m also eager to 
do more programs for the entire family, like Second 
Saturday Cinema and the Fairy Tale Festival we’ll be 
hosting in April to celebrate the Hebron Library’s 
90th anniversary.  So far, being a librarian encom-

passes almost all of my favorite 
things.  I’m sure I’ll be bringing 
dachshunds into the picture at 
some point . . . hmm, maybe we 
should do a pet parade during 
Summer Reading! 

Meet some of PCPLS’s newest staff members! 

Recommended for Use in: 
• Middle school and high school anti-violence curricula 

• Lessons about diversity, community and stereotypes 

• School staff-development trainings for teachers,  
counselors, support staff, and administrators 
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 This groundbreaking documentary about name-calling and bullying has quickly become one of the 
most powerful resources for anti-bias education. 
 

With amazing courage and candor, sixth-through– ninth-grade students talk about the rampant back-
stabbing, intimidation and physical violence that result when taunting and bullying go 
unchecked. Let’s Get Real uncovers how kids get pushed to the limit and why. 
 

The film comes with a 130-page Curriculum Guide featuring valuable lesson plans, 
discussion starters and handouts for educators.  
 

Available at all Porter County Public Library branches (302.34 LET). 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2 

 
NEW YEARS DAY 
(OBSERVED) 

LIBRARY CLOSED 
 

3 
10:00 AM-Bone Density 
Screenings (H) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

4 
3:30 PM-Library Lego 
Land (K) 
6:30 PM-Family Movie 
Night (S) 
 

5 
Happy Holidays Story-
time Registration (K) 
 

6 
 
 

7 
9:15 AM-*Beginning Bas-
ket Weaving (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
2:00 PM-Page to Screen 
movie club: The Help (K) 
 

9 
Happy Holidays Story-
time Registration (K) 
10:00 AM-Bone Density 
Screening (P) 
10:15 AM-Snow Much 
Fun Winter Storytime(K) 
1:00 PM-Bone Density 
Screening (P) 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
 

10 
Apply for Teen Advisory 
Group! (H) 
Register for Toddler Time 
(H) 
Register for Story Time (H) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose on 
the Loose (K) 
12:00 PM-Valpo Brown Bag-
gers Discussion Group (V) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

11 
7:00 PM-Five Secrets to 
Permanent Weight Loss 
(H) 
 

12 
Apply for Teen Advisory 
Group! (H) 
All Day-Register for Tod-
dler Time (H) 
Register for Story Time 
(H) 
1:30 PM-Novel Ideas 
Book Discussion (H) 
 

13 
Happy Holidays Story-
time Registration (K) 
2:30 PM-The Yarn Club 
(V) 
 

14 
10:00 AM-Baby Time (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
2:00 PM-2nd Saturday 
Cinema: Mr. Popper's 
Penguins (H) 
 

16 
Apply for Teen Advisory 
Group! (H) 
Register for Toddler 
Time (H) 
Register for Story Time 
(H) 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
 

17 
Happy Holidays Storytime 
Registration (K) 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time (S) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose on 
the Loose (K) 
11:00 AM-Preschool Story-
time (S) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time (P) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

18 
Apply for Teen Advisory 
Group! (H) 
Register for Toddler 
Time (H) 
Register for Story Time 
(H) 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
 

19 
4:00 PM-Memory Keep-
ers Scrapbooking (S) 
4:00 PM-Penguin Party 
(H) 
7:00 PM-Amish book 
club (K) 
 

20 
Apply for Teen Advisory 
Group! (H) 
Register for Toddler Time 
(H) 
Register for Story Time 
(H) 
 

21 
10:00 AM-* Beginning Oil 
Painting (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
2:00 PM-Movies @the 
library- The Smurfs (P) 
 

23 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
7:00 PM-"Bookends" 
Book Discussion (S) 
 

24 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time (S) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose on 
the Loose (K) 
11:00 AM-Preschool Story-
time (S) 
12:00 PM-Movie Discussion 
Group (V) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time (P) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

25 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
7:00 PM-Resume Build-
ing Workshop (S) 
 

26 
6:30 PM-* Portage Read-
ing Circle (P) 
7:00 PM-Kouts Pageturn-
ers (K) 
 

27 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(H) 
11:15 AM-Story Time (H) 
2:30 PM-The Yarn Club 
(V) 
 

28 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
1:30 PM-LEGO Club (S) 
 

30 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
 

31 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time (S) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose on 
the Loose (K) 
11:00 AM-Preschool Story-
time (S) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time (P) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign Lan-
guage (K) 
 

        

For detailed information about these programs, check our website:  ww.pcpls.lib.in.us    
Or call the branch library:   Hebron(H) 996-3684   Kouts(K) 766-2271    

Portage(P) 763-1508   South Haven(S) 759-4474   Valparaiso(V) 462-0524 

January January   

20122012    
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

1 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
3:30 PM-Library Lego 
Land (K) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
6:30 PM-Family Movie 
Night (S) 
 

2 
 
 

3 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(H) 
11:15 AM-Story Time (H)  
 

4 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
 

6 
10:00 AM-Blood Pres-
sure/Blood Sugar/BMI 
Screenings (H) 
12:00 PM-Blood pres-
sure screening (P) 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
6:30 PM-Preventing 
Identity Theft (S) 
 

7 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(S) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (K) 
11:00 AM-Preschool 
Storytime (S) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

8 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
1:00 PM-Living a Healthy 
Life with Chronic Condi-
tions (V) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
 

9 
1:30 PM-Novel Ideas 
Book Discussion (H) 
4:00 PM-Sweet Valen-
tine Fun (H) 
6:00 PM-* American Sign 
Language Class (P)  

10 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(H) 
11:15 AM-Story Time (H) 
 

11 
9:15 AM-* Basket Weav-
ing Class (P) 
10:00 AM-Baby Time (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
2:00 PM-2nd Saturday 
Cinema (H) 
 

13 
10:00 AM-Blood pres-
sure, Blood sugar, BMI 
Screening (P) 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
 

14 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(S) 
11:00 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (K) 
11:00 AM-Preschool 
Storytime (S) 
12:00 PM-Valpo Brown 
Baggers Discussion 
Group (V) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

15 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
1:00 PM-Living a Healthy 
Life with Chronic Condi-
tions (V) 
4:00 PM-Friends Winter 
Book Sale (P) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
7:00 PM-Fibromyalgia 
(H) 
 

16 
9:30 AM-Friends Winter 
Book Sale (P) 
6:00 PM-Alzheimer's and 
You (K) 
 

17 
9:30 AM-Friends Winter 
Book Sale (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(H) 
11:15 AM-Story Time (H) 
 

18 
9:30 AM-Friends Winter 
Book Sale (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
2:00 PM-Movies @the 
library- Winnie the Pooh 
(P) 
 

20 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
 

21 
* Registration: Book 
Babies, March 5 (V) 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(S) 
11:00 AM-Preschool 
Storytime (S) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
7:00 PM-Learn Sign 
Language (K) 
 

22 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
1:00 PM-Living a Healthy 
Life with Chronic Condi-
tions (V) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
 

23 
6:15 PM-* Genealogy 
Workshop (P) 
6:30 PM-* Portage Read-
ing Circle (P) 
7:00 PM-Kouts 
Pageturners (K) 
 

24 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(H) 
11:15 AM-Story Time (H) 
 

25 
10:00 AM-* Beginning 
Oil Painting (P) 
10:30 AM-Mother Goose 
on the Loose (S) 
1:30 PM-LEGO Club (S) 
 

27 
6:00 PM-Internet & Cata-
log Training (S) 
7:00 PM-Lyric Opera (P) 
7:00 PM-"Bookends" 
Book Discussion (S) 
7:00 PM-Head Start 
Open House (H) 
 

28 
10:00 AM-Storytime (P) 
10:15 AM-Toddler Time 
(S) 
11:00 AM-Preschool 
Storytime (S) 
12:00 PM-Movie Discus-
sion Group (V) 
6:00 PM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
 

29 
10:00 AM-Toddler Time 
(P) 
1:00 PM-Living a Healthy 
Life with Chronic Condi-
tions (V) 
6:00 PM-Storytime (P) 
7:00 PM-Disney on a 
Dime (S) 
 

      

FebruaryFebruary  

20122012  

(H) Hebron  (K) Kouts  (P) Portage   
(S) South Haven  (V) Valparaiso  

Note:∗∗∗∗    events require pre-registration. 
Contact the library branch to sign up. 
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Tumble Books is a featured database 
on the Porter County Public Library 
System webpage.  You can find the 
icon for it at the bottom of the page in 
playful colored letters.  Tumble 
Books is full of stories for all boys 
and girls---and big people, too.  You 
will find story books, read-a-long 
books, non-fiction books, games and 
other fun things.  There are stories in 
other languages and stories that are 
available in two languages. 
 

The story books, non-fiction books, 
and the books in other languages 
have wonderful colorful illustrations.  
All of the books are read to you.  The 
words that are being spoken are high-

lighted and are easy to follow along.  
This is great for young children.  
They can hear the story over and over 
again and learn to read, too.  Hearing 
words pronounced correctly with ex-
pression can help anyone speak bet-
ter English.  I think that this is a won-
derful tool for people learning Eng-
lish as a second language to hear how 
words are spoken and voice inflec-
tion.  
 

The first page that you see when you 
open the database is the home page.  
On it you can choose the type of book 
or game you want to read or play.  
You can also choose the language you 
wish to use when reading.  When you 
click on the type of book you want to 
read, a list of choices will appear.  
There will be a brief description of 

the book, the author, the reading 
level, how long the selection will take 
to read, and a book review.  After 
you choose a book, click on the “view 
online” button and the story will load 
and begin.  You can even make a list 
of your favorite Tumble Book stories.   
 

Another way to find a particular 
story is to use the index.  It lists all of 
the titles in the database.  There is 
also a list of authors.  So, if you have 
a favorite author, click on his name 
and the books that he has written in 
the database will come up.  From 
there you can choose which one you 
want to read. 
 

I hope you have fun using this 
unique and wonderful database. 
 

Lois Johnson— 
Head of Valparaiso Reference 

Relatively Speaking: Notes from the Genealogy Department 
Larry Clark participated in a round 
table question and answer session at 
the November meeting of the North-
west Indiana Genealogical Society.  
The Genealogy Department and the 
society work well together  and the 
society donates free copies of their 
publications to the library.  Recently 
many volumes of early Lake County 
indexes list students in school by 
township were donated. 
 

The library also received a new book 
about Lake County probate records 
from the Northwest Indiana Genea-
logical Society.  . 
 

The department is starting to acquire 
books for different counties in Texas 
listing biographical information 
about soldiers who fought in the 
Civil War. 
 

The upcoming year marks many im-
portant dates involving genealogical 
research. As 2012 proceeds there will 
be more 150th anniversaries of major 

events in the Civil War.  The 200th 
anniversary of the start of the War of 
1812 will also be honored. The entire 
genealogical world is waiting for the 
release of the 1940 U.S. Census to the 
public on April 2, 2012. 
 

The census will be available on the 
NARA.gov website of the National 
Archives and show what information 
is listed for each person recorded on 
April 1,1940. 
 

The author with the most titles in the 
Genealogy Department is Charles M. 
Franklin.  He is an interesting person 
to learn about.  Franklin lived in Indi-
anapolis and was very active in ge-
nealogical research.  He was also very 
involved with his married next door 
neighbor Betty Sue Bell. 
 

On February 16, 1986, Franklin ap-
parently took a gun, looked into the 
Bell’s kitchen window and shot Jack-
son Jay Bell while he was sitting at 
his kitchen table. The bullet struck his 

heart and he was killed instantly. 
 

Both Charles Franklin and Betty Bell 
denied involvement in the situation 
but each was convicted of conspiracy 
to commit murder and Franklin was 
also convicted of the actual murder.  
He received two fifty year concurrent 
sentences and was sent to the Indiana 
State Prison in Michigan City. 
 

He had a lot of spare time on his 
hands and genealogical connections 
with numerous people. Over the next 
fifteen years Franklin was sent books 
and microfilm and he spent his time 
indexing genealogical records. The 
library owns more than fifty copies of 
the books he produced. 
 

Charles Franklin would have been 
released in 2011 after serving half his 
term with good behavior but he died 
in prison on January 1, 2001. 
 

Larry Clark— 
Head of Genealogy Department 

Tumble Books - Read a Story, Learn a Language 
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Friends of the Friends of the Friends of the Friends of the     
Library NewsLibrary NewsLibrary NewsLibrary News 

Don Johnson was recently elected to be 
the President of the Friends of the Porter 
County Public Library System.  Don has 
a long history with the library, having 
served for 29 years as the library Direc-
tor until his retirement in 2007.  He over-
saw the expansion of the libraries in 
Portage and Valparaiso in 1980 and then 
the massive building program in 1995-96 

involving all 5 buildings of the library system.  During his 
career he received numerous awards for his work with the 
library system and was recognized as a leader in the library 
community.  Don was also responsible for starting the 
Friends organization in 1984 so it is fitting that he is now 
President of the Friends. 
 

Don and his wife Margaret live in Valparaiso and have 3 
children and 2 grandchildren.  They are very active in their 
church as well as other civic organizations.  Don enjoys trav-
eling to see family and friends, as well as collecting post-
cards of Indiana libraries and courthouses.  He is a true 
friend of the library system and a great asset to the Friends 
organization. 

The winner of the Friends Afghan  
Raffle is Lanette, a Valparaiso resi-
dent.  She is also a volunteer in the 
Valpo Book Room. The afghan was 
made and donated by a patron of the 
Hebron branch, and $99 was raised for 
the PCPLS in the raffle.  Thank you to 
all who contributed, and congratulations to Lanette!  

PCPLS BOOK 
DISCUSSION 

GROUPS 
~ 

Valparaiso 12:00 - 1:00PM 
(Bring a sack lunch.) 

Jan. 10 - The 19th Wife: a novel 
By David Ebershoff 

 

 Feb. 14 - American Uprising:  
the untold story of America’s  

largest Slave revolt 
By Daniel Rasmussen 

~ 

Hebron 1:30PM 
Jan. 12 - The Help 

by Kathryn Stockett 
 

Feb. 9 – The Girl with  
the Dragon Tattoo 

By Steig Larsson 
~ 

Kouts 7:00PM 
Jan. 26 – Lord Foul Bane 
By Stephen R. Donaldson 

 

Feb. 23 - Touching History:  
The Untold Story of the Drama  
That Unfolded in the Skies  

Over America on 9/11 
By Lynn Spencer 

~ 

South Haven 7:00PM 
Jan. 23 - Ape House 

By Sarah Gruen 
 

Feb. 27 - Cleopatra  
By Stacy Schiff 

~ 

Portage 7:00PM 
Jan. 26 - Still Alice 

By Lisa Genova 
 

Feb. 23 -  In the Garden of Beasts: 
Love, Terror, and an American  

Family in Hitler’s Berlin 
By Erik Larson 

~ 

Call your local branch  
to reserve a book. 

Titles are subject to  
change due to availability. 

February 15 - 18 
at Portage 

 

March 7 - 10 
at Hebron 

 

March 21 - 24 
at Valparaiso 

 

April 25 - 28 
at South Haven  

 

June 6 - 9 
at Portage 

 

September 26 - 29 
at Valparaiso 

 

October 4 - 6 
at Kouts 

 

October 17 - 20 
at Portage 



 

 
Director 
James Cline 
 
Assistant Director 
Phyllis Nelson 
 
 
PCPLS Board of Trustees 
Judith Ann Hanson (President) 
Gerrie Bowie (Vice-President) 
Mary Bradford (Secretary) 
Sheila Minton (Treasurer) 
Darla Block  
William Eckert, Jr.  
Scott Falk  
Paul Knauff 

Mission Statement 
We believe that libraries can change people’s lives and are a cornerstone of our democ-
racy. The mission of the Porter County Public Library System is to provide all residents of 
the library district with a comprehensive collection of materials in a variety of media that 
records human knowledge, ideas and culture and to organize these materials for ready 
access. The library encourages the love of reading and the joy of learning, and offers the 
assistance people need to find, evaluate, and use electronic and print information  
resources that help them live successful and rewarding lives. 

 
Friends of the Porter County Library  
Executive Board Members 
Don Johnson (President) 
Cheryl Oestreich  (Vice-President) 
Barb Lewis (Secretary) 
Linda Stevenson (Treasurer) 
Jeri Fork 
Marcia Dwyer 
Judy Petrou 
Lois Thurner 
Gail Tuminello 

INSPIRE 

Indiana Libraries On-Line 

http://www.inspire.net 
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Porter County Public Library System 

103 Jefferson Street 

Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 

 
 

Valparaiso Public Library, 462-0524 

103 Jefferson Street 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 

M-Th 9-9pm; F 9-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Portage Public Library, 763-1508 

2665 Irving Street 

Portage, IN  46368 

M-Th 9-9pm; F 9-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

South Haven Public Library, 759-4474 

403 West 700 North 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

M,W 10-9pm; T,Th,F 10-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Hebron Public Library, 996-3684 

201 W. Sigler Street 

Hebron, IN 46341 

M,W 10-9pm; T,Th,F 10-6pm; Sat 9-5pm 

 

Kouts Public Library, 766-2271 

101 E. Daumer Road 

Kouts, IN 46347 

M,W,F 10-6pm; T,Th 10-9pm; Sat 9-5pm 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


